Taitmi 


By James Katuini., 


Disappointing 

\e i h«a /lnpt nf _ 


As the dust of poor performance 
by Kenyans in the Atlanta 
Olympics continues to settle, it is 
evident that Kenyan is losing its 
supremacy in the track events 
and unless something is done, 
and done urgently, (his country's 
niche, in its international 
speciality -the track will bs a 
thing of the past., 

The athletics squadto Atlanta 
bagged eight mednls (one gold, 
four-silver and.three bronze) to 
place the Kenyan team in the 
36th position. But those in 
Atlanta agree that the men and 
women who made up tlie Kenyan 
team could have done better tli an 
that. 

As earlier-predicted,- the 
performance displayed by the 
team was the poorest in the' 
country’s history of parti cipation- 
irr the games, and those who were 
involved must now go" back to 
the drawing board to find out 
where things went Wrong. 

It is true that the competition 
was stiff but Kenya could h'ave 
portrayed a better picture of its 

squadifitmanagedtobringhoine 
two or three gold medals. I 

In the 5,000 metres,.! for 
example, Paul Tergal, who 
Finished second could easily have 
outwitted Ethiopian Haille 
Gabresilassie, who hit the finish 
line looking faded. 

Joseph Kcter-was the only 
Kenyan.gold medalist in the 
3,000 meters steeplechase. Many 
are comparing the Atlanta 
Olympics to the Barcelona ones, 
in which Kenya managed only 
two gold medals. 

As the learn returned home 
last Friday, the pomp and dance 
that welcome such contigcnls 
were conspicuously absent. 
IndCed (he majority did notretum 
home immediately as they-were 
engagedinother meets in Europe. 

When the team left about a 
month ago for the United StnteB, 
many thought that die likes of 
Moses Kjptanui, the -world- 
rc cord bolder of the3,000 metres, 
would bring home gold, while 
expectations were -also high in 
boxing. 


KENYA’S POOR 
MEDALS HARVEST 


However, after a few days of 
the games, Kenyans had began 
to lose hope in the team’s 
performance. The boxing team 
was thoroughly humiliated in the 
very first rounds. 



out„ Sally Barsasio 


Looking at Kenya’s past 
performance, it is obvious that it 
has drastically dropped. In the 
1988 Seoul Olympics; Kenya 
won five gold medals, two silver 
and two bronze medals. Indeed, 
it W 05 mSeoul that the late Robert 
Wangilamade history by being 
the first African to win a gold 
medal in an Olympic bout. 

In Barcelona, four years later, 
that performance dropped-to two 


gold medals, four silver and two 
bronze. It is therefore clear that 
the Atlanta games were a disaster 
with one goal, four silver and 
Hire* bronze medals for. Kenya. 

Most of die famous Kcnynn 
world runners performed poorly 
with the rest missing in action as 
they werosnid to be busy running 
in the European grand prix 
circuits. 

Wliat one clearly discerns in 
the Kenyan squad is the money 
factor. Indeed, ono athlete was 
reported to have told chef de 
mission Kipchogc Kcino that lie 
did not survive on patriotism but 
on the money-he was making in 
the gold-minting European 
circuits. ' 

It is true that most athletes 
and other sportsmen-who have 
made it have gone commercial 
and they therefore do not view 
the Olympics as a big deal as 
there is no prize money awarded. 

The best of Kenya's 
sportsmen are domiciled in the 
United States and Europe and 
Kcino had a hectic time 
convincing them to get to the 
'Mississippi training camp before 
the commencementof the games. 

., Kcino whs not sure that he 
could have a full team, as most of 
the athletes were still busy in 
European tournaments. 

It was little-known Paulino 
Kongn,.an employee of the 
Prisons Deportment, who saved 
face for Kenya. She became the 
first Kenya woman to win an 
. Olympic medal.. 

The 26-year-old up-coming 
athlete finished second to Junxia 
Wang in the 5,000 metres. And 
she could have easily won the 
face had she not allowed the 
Chinese to move far much ahead 
of her in the last laps. 

The - 5,000 metres race was 
the first for women after replacing 
the 3,000 metres which will no 


longer be run in (he Olympics. 

Kctcr, on the other hand, 
•recorded ■ impressive 

performance by winning the 
3.000meters steeplechase*-a race 
tlint has been associated with 
Kenyans since they made their 

debut in the Olympics in Mexico 
in 1968. 

The little known Kcler 
Surprised Kiptanui by heading to 
the finish line first, though 
Kiptanui had taken the lead for 
the better part of the race. 

In the men's 5,000 metres, ■ 
team captain Tergal'was beaten 
to the second place by 
Gabrasilassie. who also set a new 
world record in the event. 

So far, Gabrasilassie is oneof 
Africa's most acclaimed athletes 
and many, including (hose who 
were in the Kenyan team, readily 
agree that he [s hard to beat. 

Gabrasilassie, who is based 
in Italy, has dominated the 5,000 1 
-metres for many years since his * 
debut in international athletes and 
has disappointed many Kenyan 
runners 

Kenya was expected to this 
time win the event since 
Gabrasilassie was down with an- 
injury but this wns not to be as 
the Ethiopian saved his strength 
until the eleventh hour to lake 
part in the event. 

The-Kenyan team has been 
accused of indiscipline in the 
Olympics village. The late arrival 
by some members also affcctcd 
(heir-performance and Kcino 
blames the Kenya Amateur 
Athletics Association (KAAA) 
for poor organisation. 

In his own words, Keino 
believes that-Kenyan sportsmen 
based abroad should be made lo 
sign agreements committing 
them lo .honour their obligations 
in the national team. 

Head coach Dan Muchoki 
said on arrival in Nairobi that 
taking part in the games was just 
not enough as athletes ought to 
be together during training,-Ho 
attributed the poor performance 
to lackof commitment right from 
the-initial stages. 



Burnt out... Tecja Lorupe who was one of the medal 
hopefuls. 


.. - _ -nupeiuis. 

...but Atlanta was best for Africa 


Despite the poor performance by 
the Kenyan contingent to the 
Centennial Olympics in Atlanta, 
Georgia, Africa celebrated, the 
highest-.medal harvest in the 
history of the games. 

African sportsmen and 
women recorded superb 
performance by adding eight 
medals to the haul they hod in the 
BarcelOnagoinds; four years ago. 

The continent bagged '34 
mcdals-mcluding 1L gold -the 
highest ever, fot Africa in the 
, history of the Olympics. ' 

In the. 1992 Qlympics in 
■Bufceloita, ; |h'c . continent 
'managed 26' medals-five gold. 

•' 12 silver and tiitie bfonze medals. 

Tn Atlanta, this year; Afrifea lia'd 
nine sijver M ^^ bronZe ftv 
'.vfitlditiorl to the- \ 1 gpld itflfddsii ' 


In the 1988 Seoul games, (lie 
most successful so far for Kenya, 
Africa scooped only 14 medals 
with six gold, 3 silver and five 
bronze, with Kenya winning five 
of the six gold thedals. 

South Africa was this time 
the lop placed African nation ahd 
27th overall with three gold, one 
silver and one bronze. Nigeria 
boasted the second position in . 
the continent with two gold 
medals, one silver and three 
bronze to be placed 32nd overall. . 

Algeria hacj two gold medals " 


had one gold while Namibia, the 
55th had two silver. Zambia was 
the 67lh with one silver -.while 
Morocco took the 69th position 
with two bronze medals. 

Mozambique was 76th with 
one bronze while Uganda was 
the 79th with -also one- bronze 
medal. 

Out of 197 countries taking 

Anri in ,1 _H/.I. t-.- . . . ° 


medal after suffering a bout of 
flu at (he eleventh hour. 

' Mutoln was her country's 
favourite in die event and was 
expected-to win a gold medal 
having done so in her many 
grand-prix and other world 
athletics exploits. 

Burundi’s . . Venuste 
Niyohgtuiibo won a gold medal 


position in the African continent, games in 1952 conquered woi 
Kenya still reigns supreme soccer giants, »Brazil, at 
among other African countries, Argentina to win the gold 
having won a total of 47;medals Brazil was sent packing I 
since its first delsui in the the Nigerians in the sower ser 
Olympics in 1964. finals w j||j a -34. defeat" .'! 

Wilson Kiprugat won the . . . . 

country’s first medal-a bronze- The country's ‘23 year- 
in the 1964 Olympics in Tokyo, Chioma Ajiinwa first set IteJ 

Japan. rolling for Hie Nigerians wl 

Of the medals, there have she won Hie first gold medal 
been 13 gold, 16 silver and 11 hCTcoumryin thewomeii’si 
bronze,won on the track. Boxers ' junip. : ; V : . 

have won the.famouB one gofo .. . Ethiopia’s;! M 

by the late Robert Wangila, one Roba(mgrathoii^g&ldji 

silver and five bronze medal*. ' Africa’s Penney (l 


pari in )he26<h edition of ^ ... forhis wprtomcounSy roprove 
Olympics,; Africa had ,12 the world that aU was noLlost 
participants;-four higher than: in for the laud-locked African 
UieBarcelona .games. nation. 

'*fST biq ? and ,*?■ W ' r : Ket 7° sljl1 has. a good 


35Hi. with , two gold and one ! 'Olyniniw ^ ^ ^ ie spdrtpen and with .proper . !' 'Nigeria made history ih shimming gol0;,i#jd?«)lj 

silver. Kenya was. in the 38lh . Howey^A MoZambidu**^ A, “ n ^ , , ps 1 , t he ' Atlanta too by becoming the first Konya’s iPaiillne.'Konga; (s>} 

posilionwith onefold, four silver ' Maria Mutola, who istoe wo>id 1 Sro n ? s g - oty 1 Afr i Cflfl 9°^ 10 win a gold '-ih-5,000 

and three bronze medals.: . • record-holder m UiB^OOmolrcs : 'forA.S 0 yhlp scheduled .'rtiedalin the Qlympics fooibolj. ' African 

Burundi, the ;49ilv cmin try,Was forced tosetde forablW :y '-- * i- ^ *' - toumamehtvNigeria, whichmade impressive r perfonnan^; 

— 1 1 - 'j ■' ■ ■ 1 >■ j ■ R espite finishing in t he fifth- - 1 : ijsf first '.debuL in the Helsinki % Atlanta. 

an< Venture,Comi?an v. in asunniattnnuntkth^ ■.. ii. 1 - : i' m 7^- . for.- T-rf 


The country ’s ‘23 year-c 
Chioma Ajiin wa firstsetlhe^ 
rolling for the Nigerians wh 
she won the first gold medal f 
hetcouiury in the women’s Jo 1 
.- jump, :•; ' ji 


posilionwith one gbldi fottrsilver ' Marie Mutola, who is the world ' i 
and three bronze medals.: , recohl-hplder^iii tlie jBOO inotres 'tl 

Burundi Ore ;49ilv. coitmty, r;Was forced to settle Forq bWnS • 
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Kones harassing 
me, says minister 


By James Katululu 

Finance Assistant Minister John 
Koech has accused a Minister in 
the Office of the President, Mr 
Kipkalya Kones, of persistent 
intimidation. 

‘The people I represent in 
parliament and I have had enough . 
of Mr Kones and if the 
government cannot trim his 
imagined powers, then we arc 
ready to quit,” he said. 

Mr Koech, who is the MP for 
Chepalungu in Bomet district, 
told this reporter in an exclusive 
interview in his Treasury 
Buildingoffice, that the minister 
had assumed all powers in the 
district and was running the area 
like “his personal kingdom". 

“For the last one year, Mr 
Kones has assumed that tlie rest 
of us do not exist. He has been 
intimidating everyone, from 
politicians to the provincial 
administration and I feel it is 
time that something was done to 
Btophim,” the Assistant M inistcr 
said. 

Prime parts 

He alleged that the minister, 
who is in charge of the provincial 
administration, had influenced 
the sacking of senior government 
officers whom he perceived as 
his enemies, while he continued 
threatening those who did not 
‘tobey his instructions'’. . 1 

He claimed that other leaders 
in the district had been sidelined 
in the makingof crucial decisions 
that affected them and wondered 
where Mr Konea had acquired 
his “massive powers overnight” 

‘‘What': we want ;1 the 
government to know is that the 
P*opleof Chepalungu and Bpmct 
in. general have suffered, long 
enough. It is fpr.the government 
now u> tell us'its position bfliMr 
Kones,* the outspoken legislator 
told this reporter, _y-'; .$- y v 
• The Assistant K^Jhiate( 
was ac^m^amtdiiyfiveyideri 

Ws itonptittiMic^r;. aaid ; the 
■ border* - 



Mr John Koech 
had been carved up .with 
instructions Burn the minister and 
that prime parts of his 
constituency had been excluded 
from the town. *. 

‘ “Formally, my constituency 


encompassed most of the Bomet 
municipality but this has now 
changed with the instructions of 
Mr Kones. Most uf the town is 
now in his Bomet constituency,” 
he said. 

He accused the minister of 
rigging himself into tlie Kanu 
branch chairmanship by ensuring 
that people opposed to him did 
not take part in the elections held 
last year. 

A fuming Mr Koech charged: 
“We have left iliis man loose for 
far too long. The people of Bomet 
would likeliis position made clear 
so that they can know whether to 
obey the president or Kones.” 

* He said Bomet constituency • 
was created with ambiguous 
locations to favour the minister 
politically and called for a review 
of the present boundaries of the 
municipality. 

Mr Kones declined to speak 
to this reporter when contacted 
in his Harambee House offices. 

• At one point, he promised to 
speak "in 20 minutes' time" but 
changed his mind saying he was 
preparing for an overseas trip 
and could therefore not find time 
to speak to journalists. 

“You can try to call him next 
week when he comes back," his 

<:secrelaryfinallytoldlhisreporter. . 

.. Mr Koech said he was 

# • Turn to Page 2 
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'Ttove you this much”... RachelMuthoni feeds her husband Justus Ngemu with a piece 
of cake during the reception after 'their wedding at the Jericho AIC Church oh August 
24. The couple were among the four wedded that day at a ceremony officiated By the 
Rev Justus Kavale. Mr Ngemu Is a gospel musk singer dnd proprietor of Ngemu 
Gospel Music Shop . 1 ! • . :■ _ 


The Riara Catholic Mission in By Jeff Mbure 

IGambu district is threatened by : • Shl _ H 

what falher-irt-oharge Raphael oollttcal terrorism 
Kibugicalla“political terrorism" Jup out of : 

T Lea Wi.h poW.rfUI 

: ^nl'inteAiew **£ this 

repbrieratthemisslon, Frfebugi- * 

kald hel.had cpufldenlieJ--..^ 
information that .a oer(aip. - ;^ aVe 

power fill politician aspiring for. * reccttiB\temWa tpraidm eig^XW ,, 

■i 


senior police officer , whp 
understood the plight of the - 
mission and who had promised 
to 'assign .j policemen tq th;e 
itiisaion, -was 'suddenly’- 
transferred- .• ; ! /v £•- 
. ' His as 8 istant,-who on s^yerel 
occasions . (»9cqriipanj,ed the 
senior officbr lo the foission,, 

whenever U waa.taided ^as at; 

thettome funes^nt oncyntipulsoty 

leave. : : '. j\£ 

■' ■•■tin Aueiist 22. ihuas out the, 


supply' 1 ,IQ: the .miMfoPf 
bfonglh^ thechurqhi4^ cc * rtda te 

yl^tpgo,. 


aqd several' sraff house* into. ' 
darkness. 

• “What surprised tnasi was 
(hat as spun as the 'watchman 1 ; 
realised that the power! supply 
had bedn cut, we telepho'nedtfic,, 
Kchyan ppwe^.ahd Lighting i . 
personn^lj io, cpniifc and replace ': 
the slpli?n cod^uclorfr, They. 
promised fo 1 edree; but.dcsjjltd: ■ 
•igftVe^l foUpw-upcalls 

^ until Md^y>ljtemajjn’(A«|w< .., 

J r.-i2tiX-thfli,^ ? iWred , 00 ^....;.:' 


power - supply , was, npt 
limthediately cophected to 
frustrate^ his,(priest’s) efforts Of 
'seryirig parishioners-He asserjed 1 
tliat it was riot 1 ifomwl for. foe- 
: pow^r^dinpanyiQ fake five days ; 
to rdstovd.electricity,'. l;% 

! list Sunday (Aug 25), the 
■faiiliful at the ,Saint -Maj.y: : 
|Injriiaoillnte ChuT^p*, Ka^qhga^ 
•ohe.dfUrtfotirchUrClies ;ih. tfto 
^pkrlsh' .-wiiiwd Iqi.vain for • 

'j;KihiigO^iepnduct reNf.'Tbj' 













































‘Political 


thugs’ 


set loose 


Catholic 


From Page 1 


-«... /opleofthe 

district, particularVhose in his 

constituency, and I ■ 'oukimake 
his political positiJ own “very 
soon”. \ F 

On whether he had plans to 
decamp to the opposition, the 
Maker era-trained economist said 


he did not have any links with 
any opposition group but he 
would let his constituents'decide 
his political destiny. 

“A lot of accusations, have 
been made againsj.m'efty thbstas 
who claim to be powerful but thtf' 
truth of the matter is that I have 


never been associated with any 


opposition party or neonle.’ 1 he 
said-According to him.it was 
wrong for the government to 
allow an individual to control the 
affairs of a whole district, 
“knowing very well that the 
individual had not been elected 
the penole" (as their 
xestnanj. 


He blamed his sacking in 1989 played against me and th« 

Minister for Sublrc Works.nd 11 “ 


as Minister forfiublic Works and 
later expulsion from the niling 
party on his Bomet constituency 
colleague. 

“Up to this day, I have never 
been told why I was not wanted 
in Kami and the government. v 
These are the same people who 


From Pagf 1 

FrKibugi recalled thalinJlily 
anonymous letters were sent to 
teachers at the mission's 
secondary school demanding 
ransom ranging from Sh 40,000 
to Sh 50,000 or else their heads 
would be chopped. 

The threat forced some 
teachers to moveout of the church 
impound and are now tenants 
in safer places such as Kiambu 
town. 

The chinch has spent a lot of 
money reinforcing security, 
including hiring extra watchmen . 

ant * .• ,* ns tolling a more 
sophisticated alarm system. But 
these measures do not seem to 
deter the thugs, and the priest has 
had to appeal to the faithful to 
organize themsulves into 
vigilante groups based on the 
“cell" (miaki) system of the 
church structure. 

The response of the faithful 
has been positive and Fr Kibugi 
is appreciative of the faithful’s 
efforts to defend the mission. 

The Kenyan Power and 
Lighting Company denies that it 
takes a longtime to restore power 
to the mission. 

Power conduits 

Chief engineer Njoroge told 
Target from his Parklands office 

thatthecompanyhadbeenunable 
to cope with constant cases of 
theft of power conduits 
especially around Kiambu. 

He said that tit limes the 
company has been Forced to 
repair the same conduits 10 to 15 
times and thib was costing the 
company millions of shillings 
every month. 
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Disabled 
hit at 
media 

A Kenya National Association 
of the Deaf (KNAD) conference 



i 


atRongoPastorai Social Centre, carriedoutits responsibilities was 
South Nyanza has criticised the inclined towards suppressing 
mass media for sidelining the minority groups. UDPK Co- 
differenlly abled. The 46 deaf ordinator JosiahOjwS who 

5 S e & ( P NCCK) -“” 

JSsaaa= 


consideration the plight of the 
disabled when designing build¬ 
ings.- 

Mr Ojwando attributed the 
failure of most of community- 
based rehabilitation (CBR) cen¬ 
tres to the fact that those in charge ■ 
of them were not disabled per¬ 
sons. 

• Delegates (above) pose for a 
group photograph after the 
conference 


Maathai condemns 

Gestapo-like evictions 

™^L. ; :i r !.t” no '! n . ed . By Jeff Mbure wesUh",h«..id / __ . 


Kenya’s world-renowned Ru laHMh ,' 
conservationist and human rights' - °y 4OTT MDUfe 

hM V ^nrt° f Zf a ^ gari Maathai '. conduct themselves with honour 

has condemned - the provincial and dignity. According to her 

-saasttf 

government in the world worth 1 Puhfln Innri 

that name, which threats its own OudUfiJflUfl. 


He denied any political 
involved in the delay to repair 
the damaged conduit at the 
mission arguing that as a limited 
liability company,:the KP&L did 
not bend to pressure when 

carrying out Its work. - 
. The Officer Commanding 
PolicoDiyision (OCPD) Kiambu 
denied that the mission had 
peculiar cases of insecurity, That 
was why he had not taken extra 
measures toprotectFr kibugi. ’ 

He said what happening 

iriRiara was nbrraal within the: 
wSine rplls ip : ^ 

- l flo fenJeS toty: VtoHtitfriT' 
toouecikin .in ihe idciderits. He- 

ensute;; - that' 


people with the contempt and 
arrogance that the Kenya 
government treats its own 
citizens," Frof Maathai, who is 
also the co -ordinator of the Green 
Belt Movement, said as she cal led 
on Kenyans to continue to fight 
until they were free from a 
government whlchruled them as 
if it were a colonial regime. . 

She reminded President 
‘Daniel arap Mai and the 
government that a tints may come 
‘when Kentona 1 ' 


immauseu as prostitutes. "Our leaders and the 

Plihlln In nri government are turning (o the 

C - Wl l g Iffnq very same people they are 

■ “Whai-'a I,., • , r, supposed to protect and ’eaUng’ 

•What s happen mg In France _ them. This is what is happening 

lOWS. how the Africans hnv* in nnraetnfnln __ < ■< 


. "Kamukunji i, . very 

one said the situation was so important heritage to the City of 
bad that It was comparable to Nairobi in particular and the 
thatof pigs which did not hesitate people of Kenya in general. I am 

to eat their piglets when they informed that Kamukunji 
were hungry. .groundswasoneofthefewplaccs 

uur leaders and th» in thin on. _ 


shows, how the Africans have' 
been forced to be at the rock- 
bottom in the eyes of the whites. 
There’s no difference between 
theMalindi and French incidents. 

Wliy efe Africans.being labelled 

as thieves everywhere in the 
world?" she wondered.' France 

hosbeen deporting West African* 
seeking residents permits in that 1 , 
country.- 

On the grabbing of public 


in parastatals and other public 
utilities which are being made to 


in this area where the Kikuyu 
elders offered sacrifices to God 
under a huge mugumo tree. The 
grounds were then called 
Nyarobo from whicli Nairobi is 
derived. 

"As you know some of the 


enli~i«A * . “ As you know some of the 

Me.niSd , ™ ep “P le ' vh ° tnostimportantpoliticalmeeiings 

to "“*« thei » in this country have been made at 
Pr0 S, ^ n ^'t . Ktunukunji by souieof the fathers 

'.. ? . mnbas ^ ^ fyfei regime ; of this nation. Kenya’s struggle 
which, inns attempt to please the for independence is partly 
jaierijms and on the pretence recorded on those grounds," she 
mat it was collecting the wrongs wrote (o the mayor. 


te.etinaSTallvhttSSrJ' ,“'heKenyartMctetyrentained 


comtoitlerf by the. Keriyatta' 
■ regime, was driving the country 
to a point of collapse through 
corruption. 

, A few days ago. Prof Maathai 

Wrote: (n Nalmt,.* 


She. said nobody should 
tamper with the Kamukunji ns it 
belongs "to all of us." ■ ■ ,- 


.. - a -- miu Hiey IXJW 

want me finished politically, 1 ^ 

Comindnting on the aborted 
mayoral dec lions in the Bonw 
Municipality, the Assistant 
Minister wondered why the 
goypmmejQt had allowed the local 
DC, Mr Titus Ngoyoni, to 
interfere with the affaire of the 
council which was not under him. 

He said the Be summoned 
councillors to his office Ian 
Wednesday but one and 
instructed them to pass a voteof 
no confidence in the incumbent 
mayor, Mr Livingstone 
Kombich. 

The DC reportedly told Die 
eight municipality councillors 
that he had instructions to have a 
new mayor installed and they 
therefore had to vote out 
Councillor Kombich. 

“Mr Ngoyoni did not tell the 
’ councillors who Jias given those 
instructions but we can all bet 
that they were made by the same 
minister," Mr Koech said. 

He said Mr Kories did not 
want Mr Kombich as mayor 
because he hailed from 
Chepalungu, 

Mr Kombich confirmed on 
telephone that he had disagreed 
with the minister on mailers 
pertaining to the Kenya 
Creameries Co-operative (KCC), 
"but I will not agree lobe dictated * 
to by the minister." 

He said he had also resisted 
unplanned allocations of plots in 
the town. 

Mayor Kombich agreed with 
Mr Koech that the people of the 
area were fed up with "what were 
commonly referred to as 
instructions from above” and 
were ready to quit their positions 
in protest. 

"Like the Assistant Minister 
has told you, we, the people of 
Bomet, only recognize President 
Moi as our leader. The oilier so- 
called powerful politicians 
should hot be allowed to 
intimidate us,” he said 


Mr Kombich was elected to 
the mayoral post in December 
lost year when the municipality 
was created and has therefore 
■not completed his two-year term. 

“However powerful 
people are, I am sure somebody 
somewlterecan advise (hern that 
law is law and they should respect 
it irrespective of their powerfiil 
positions and godfathers”. Mayor 

Kombich, who. has. filed Jjh 
injunction stopping theseheduled 
mayoral elections said,-. .- , 

In a separate interview, die 
. vice-chairman of Kanii in Butpli 
constituency in Keridui distrid^ 
Mr Philip Kipsete, supported Mf<, 
Roach's | views and .urged the 
government to trim the powers 
• assumed by tH,e jnlnist^r- • 

v "Tlw eovemmentniustlmOW; . 


^SW! ; .fiwoiitiQn ppiitta,:- : 
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Elders 
perform 
cleansing 
ceremony 
on Mt Kenya 

By Staff Reporter 

Carefully selected Kenyan and 
Ugandan elders and their repre¬ 
sentatives last Saturday per¬ 
formed a spirituaf cleansing cer¬ 
emony on Mt Kenya as a curtain 
raiser for a week-long Festival of 
Living Traditions: "Old Ways of 
the Future' currently taking place 
at the Kenyalta International 
Conference Centre. 

The cleansing ceremony was 
at the School of Adventure, 
Timau. 

The Festival of Living Tradi¬ 
tions is expected lo be an excit¬ 
ing, interactive event and prom¬ 
ises to renew a vital Rworeness of 
the way we live. 

. Sponsored by the Ford Foim- 
-dation, the festival will comple¬ 
ment the 5th International Con¬ 
gress of Ethnobiology being held 
at the same time. 

It will explore sustainable 
ways of living throughout Enst 
Africa by linking traditional 
knowledge and modem technol¬ 
ogy. 



Total defiance? Loresho PCEA Youth Group perforins “Made up Mind” musical at the Kenya National Theatre. (See story on Pa^e 13). 


Christians should be 



aggressive 


in antigraft 


During the Ml Kenya spiri¬ 
tual cleansing ceremony, the el¬ 
ders from around the mountain 
and from Uganda’s governing 
clans ascended to a sacred site, 
leaving blessed objects there such 
as purified water and stones, be¬ 
fore descending on the Timau 
flank. 

Among the exhibitions at the 
festival is thatof medicinal plants 
which emphasises the importance 
of traditional medicine and inte¬ 
grated health care. 

Forest products, another ex¬ 
hibition, highlights better ways 
of conserving our forest land 
whilst traditional sports and 
games exhibits draws attention 
lo this integral part of physical 
and social development in recent 
times marginalised through the 
influences of soccer and televi¬ 
sion. 

Other interactive exhibitions 
include the construction of a tra¬ 
ditional agricultural dwelling; the 
production of crafts, garments - 
made from wool, sisal and skins 
- and ornaments. 


Christians have a crucial role to 
play in the fight against 
corruption in Africa, a university 
don has said. 

Giving a public lecture at 
Daystar University, Prof George 
Kinoti of Nairobi University's 
Zoology Department, said 
Christians should make a. 
difference amid Africa's 
decaying socio-economic and 
political institutions. 

Prof Kinoti said “corruptibn 
has many ramificlions which 
makes it difficult to define." 

He lamented that in Africa 
corruption had permeated the 
whole society, including the 
church and blamed the vice on 
some aspects of the African 
culture which tolerate or subtly 
encourage it 

Arguing- that Africans had 
great respect for leaders, he said 


By David Orondo and 
Ogova Ondego 

that during the colonial- era a 
chief-who had accumulated lot* 
of properly still sought free 
services for his fann from his 
poor subjects who, out of respect, 
responded willingly. 

Foreign investment 

This gave African leaders the 
mistaken notion that public office 
is a means to amassing personal 
wealth. 

He said culture, coupled with 
the colonial legacy, had 
contributed to Africa's political 
rottenness. Colonial' political 
structures, said Prof Kinoti, had 
perpetuated corruptibn by 
sapping the energies of natives 
to ensure comfortable lifestyles 
for colonizers. . 


The professor said Africa's 
economic resources were looted 
by the very leaders entrusted to 
safeguard them, thus b litres sing 
under-development. “It is 
difficult lo attract foreign 
investment in a continent with 
rampant corruption,” he said. 

Asked whal moral 
justification the church had in 
questioning corruption in society 
when she herself was corrupt. 
Prof Kinoti said the church did 
not have to wait until she alt ained 
moral perfection before voicing 
her concern on corruption in 
society. 

He quipped, “I note the fact 
that corruption in the church 
weakens her moral authority lo 
speak against corruption mother 
places in society." 

In the past, many church 
leaders have been Implicated in 


financial dud sex scandals which 
have forced some of them to to 
quit office in disgrace. 

The authorof H ope For Africa 
And What A Christian Can Do. 
challenged Christians to actively 
crusade against all manner of 
corrupt practices. He especially 
called upon the clergy to 
aggressively attack corruption 
from the pulpit and also to desist 
from inviting people who may 
have acquired their, wealth 
through corruption to preside 
over church functions. 

He suggested that a church- 
sponsored ' independent 
commission lo investigate 
corruption in society be 
established' arguing that 
corruption in Africa can be 
eliminated only if people with 
impeccable moral integrity were 
' elected to key positions of 



leadership. 

By divorcing God from ijieir 
liv es, said Prof Kinoii, the present 
crop of African leaders cannot 
hope to steer their nations lowurds 
eliminating corruption. 

In HopeFor Africa And Whal 
A Christian Can Do, Prof K inoii 
blames Christians in key 
government positions far not 
having lived up to Christ's 
expectation of "being in the world 
but not for the world.” 

“In Kenya, for ex ample, even 
though over 70 per cent of the 
popu lation is s aid to be Chr istian, 
the rate of corruption is worse 
than in some nations that have 
notespousedChrislianity, he says 
and blames sections of .the 
African church for having 
actively supported and continue 
to8Upport corrupt and oppressive 
regimes. 




Maathai condemns 
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An operation patriotic 
Kenyans should embrace 

The recently launched “Operation Firimbi'' could not have come 
at» more opportune time and patriotic and peace-loving Kenyans 
are prayuig that it succeeds. ' • ^ 

Thl, is because the grabbing of public ulililies, eapeciaUy 

In fact if the government and leaders continues to pay lip 
wmee to the dangers posed by this new grabbing mania then 
fiiture generations will never forgive them for the irreparable 
harm they caused. I 

The grabbing of public facilities has turned into such menace I 
that even the usually quiet religious institutions have been forced I 
to tel the government it is time it did something and not just I 

promise gold when actually delivering salt. I 

It is only a few months ago that the government declared that I 
it is acting againslthose behind the illegal allocation of plots. It I 
went a step further, and said several thousands of illegally ac-1 
° tS W0Uldberep0SS0SSed and P Ven back to their rightful I 

Information available to us indicates that this was just another I 
-tune-buying, brain-washing and confusing gimmick to which 
Kenyans are more than used to hearing from the government. 

What surprises Kenyans Rnd political observers is that the I 
government has been giving the impression that what is going on 11 
is beyond its control. This is ridiculous as it is unbelievable. I 
All evidence points an accusing finger nt government agents 
be they elected leaders or the provincial administration in these 
snaddy deals. j 

Those who are given these public plots gel them either as 
inducements to sway them towards the ruling party or as rewards 
for favours done such as defecting from the opposition. I 

Tile beneficiaries are usually greedy land speculators who are 
m a hurry to dispose of their ill-gotten gains. In most cases they 

are not mposuion or interested m developing them for the benefn 

offellow Kenyans. This makes jt very hard to repossess these 

The sameprovincial administration had, until when res trained 
by the High Court last week, engaged in vigorous forceful 11 
evictions of slum dwellers as yet another way of ensuring that 
there is more land available for grabbing. In its vigour to find 
more land to dish but tjie Provincial Administration has contin- I 

ued to ignore the phght of the poorest Kenyans, many with mor e 

right to Uie land than the government officials and politicians I 
In thC absence of serious commitment by the government to 
end land grabbing, the decision by a group of non-governmental 

organizations to launch "Operation Firimbi" is more than wel- l 
come. II 

; Thp operation is a campaign to put wananchi on guard againsl ' 
illegal acquisition of land and to resist unlawful evictions. Since I 
the launch, the National Council of NGOs, which is co-ordinating . 

the campaign, has been placing announcements in Lhe press 11 1 
sensitising the public on illegal land deals.' I 1 

The announcements warn the public to forget the idea of ' 
having parks, play grounds, new Schools, libraries, clinics, health' 1 

centres, youth clubs, social halls, unless we all play by the mles i 
and scop public land-grabbing now. JI 

The council says that "Operation Firimbi" is to mobilise ‘ 

information and to promote civic action for ensuring commit- I ! 

”!. *?. **? "?* ° f and just 8 0v °niaiice for Uie management I 1 
of public land and its protection. • S j 1 

„ Q J 1 ?l SkS membere of ^ public who care to communi-11 • 
1 ^" itS ‘ OCation ’ P h V sic ^ «Wress and 1 
P ’ ^ regiSl f Uon number of l®nd or nearby plots ( 

known, present use of the landartd dccupants and whether there I 

is any tliroal or forced eviction of residents II 1 

As llie Director of Kengo. Mr Achoka Awori warned: “If the ! 

govemniaiL do^s noi protect the citizens, it is now time for the 1 
,c,ou r tsandt^emedia fotakecharge.’’ II < 

v 1 **? emphasize tfiat timehns codie for 'all I I 
ISIS'S* a^opt the future: of this coutmy lo ; toZl * 

.fp^afdbridjoinforefea withthhomiiW^rMn^^.L- • 
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I Olympic squad 
right on pay 

I would have borrowed the words 
from the founder of the modern 
Olympic games, Pierre de 
Coubcrtin to answer many 
Kenyans who have been 
distraught with the dismal 
performance by the Kenya 
athletes in the Centennial 
Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
Georgia, when he said that the 
most important thing in life is not 
the victory- but the contest and 
that the essentia] thing is not to 
have won but to have fought well. 

However, the case of the 
Atlama Olympic Games . 
highlights the tragedy of our 
scandai-hit government with the 
added confusion of the 
mismanagement ofour economy 
and public affairs besides the 
visible lawlessness currently 
permeating the entire society. 

I would therefore appeal to 
all Kenyans to tteatthese athletes 
like human beings and most 
importantly as fellow Kenyans 
who know that while they are 
expected to live from hand to 
niouth, billions of shillings have 
been stolen from the Treasury by 
a few people with impunity. 

I therefore do notknow what 
the fuss is all-about or whai some 
people are whining about. 

As far as I am concerned, this 
was an excellent lesson to the 
government which likes 10 think 1 
that Kenyans are foola and so it 1 
can getaway with its cynicalacts 
af blackmailing athletes as it 
normally does with examiners I 
luring the marking of KSCE 1 
papers. 

So, it was particularly 1 
nteresting to hear how our ! 
athletes deflated these designs - < 

'No pay plus arrears, no < 
unning.” Words cannot express ( 
iow I feel.about these people, 
hese great Kenyans. f 

Finally; I wish to proclaim a 
hat I can see doom stalking I 
venya as these are the darkest . f 
laysloversaw. c 

The burning issue today is h 
he clamour to become rich. I am 
)ld enough to appreciate the. ■ I 1 
contrary to the- -popularly ■ p 
nistaken belief that (lie Olympic .p 
James call for hard work and no ? 
pay 4s that of a phoney ',: a 
govemnuShL - , . V. -jfi 

»;Hie cruel: fact :&hich'; 

; ■ ftesidferp Moimustacccptaridit ® 
«the centra] hutH dp which all ■ 
.therestmust^buiU., 

'■ .WwWiw $ Barrack Nyam(mgo } "«: st 
• •• ShajiZKTtachm College;; 
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Nandi MPs’ unity call a sham 

During the, Nandi District about their seriousness when iney 

Development CommiLtee talk about the importance of unity 

meeting at Kapsabet on July 26 , and development which they 

Nandi MPs led by Mr Henry have been giving lip - service 
Kosgei declared that thqy were since they were elected to 
unSted unlike before to foster parliament, 
development in the area. On the condemnation of 

For those who know Nandi power broking, poor leadership 
politics well, the unity call was »nd other vices, our leaders just 
nothing but a far-fetched idea as acted hypocritical as all of them 
evil forces hover over Nandi are products and beneficiaries of 
leaden. what they speak ill of. 

It’s unfortunate that our Were our leaders in other 
leaders have realised the more civilised societies they 
importance of unity at eleventh would have resigned their 
hour after squandering their elective positions having 
energies on futile violence, jeopardised their integrity. They 
colossal sums of money on couldn’t have moral justification 
buying loyalties in the last four to stay on. 
years if not more. , Though Mr Kosgei denied 

Their frantic move came too later that they did not have Mr 
late and obviously it will achieve Mar k Too in mind when they 
*oo little or nothing atall. It is just Ialke d about a power - broker in 


-— j .. ...I.iwiuvtv -- — »‘hiu 11 iey 

loo little or nothing atall. It is just lalke ^ about a power - broker in 
a cheap political gimmick to gain Nandi, any casual pupil oFNandi 
attention to themselves. civics knows the person the MPs 

The nnlinn (ha, _ were mRirln. i> __. w 


The notion that they nre 
united, (lhaL is if their unity is for 
real) because the president told 
them to do so, is a classic tragi - 
comedy of sorts. It is apparent 
that all along our leaders were 
not aware of their calling and 
responsibilities. 

One cannot slop wondering 


were refering to was either Mr 
Too or Mr Ezekiel Barngctuny. 

Hie unity call advanced by 
our so-called leaders is a sham 
and should be taken with a pinch, 
of salt | Barnabas Kosgey, 

Antonny Xlrwa, 
Kipketer Melly. 

Kapsabet. 


Heed Muite’s convention idea 

T 1 _ 1 . _ _ _ 


I back legislator Paul Muite’s 
/ assertion that opposition leaders 
r should support constitutional 
. convention instead of forming 
j divisive and unworkable political 

i alliances. 

, Muite dismissed the recently 

formed Raila and Matiba alliance 
1 as obsessed with the presidency. 

5 His . solution is a democratic 
L ■ forces alliance, embracing 
churbhei, NGOs, civicbodies and 
, human rights Organisations, 
i . Tlie major stumbling block 
s towards the demooratisation 
,. process, is olir dictatorial single 
party, constitution and before 
1 eijibhrking on unworkable 
' VpoiMces, the opposition sholild 
; W ifaft' hands -in calling for 
constitutional £feform$th|tjggh a 
; • conyentfon of aUiKenytf s. ' i 

.'■■'V- shoujd, . reject ', 

.' ■ • doprqed and po^er hiingry^lf- , 
‘^TOderaslnce. at r&tiiiie ; •’ 

1 '•will thhu.nanliiM <u' 


before there are constitutional 
changes. The some power hungry 
politicians caused the 
fragmentation of the opposition 
in the 1992 general election. 

. These self-sty Jed political 
saviours wanted to inherit a 
dictatorship constitution to 
continue oppressing and 
exploiting Kenyans. Had they 
heeded Muite’s Call for Lhe 
boycott of the 1992’ general 
elections- unless radical 
cdnstitutiohal reforms were' 
implemented, there would be a ' 
major difference in political ' 
governance today. Instead they: 
dismjs^edthecail ah'd urged their 

supporters to vow. the outcome : 
was illegal Kanu victory, “ - i 

.Pfogressive Kenyans should 

demand cqhsdbJtional /chghgea ■' 

Vthey wajit tolibeta^s themselves 1 
fi^ni; JjgtfcUtok shi b j' 






There's contentment 
In serving others 

We need each other to 
accomplish our tasks in life. 

There is joy and conlentmou 
in being able to go out and work 
each day. It is also true that 1 
person who lives for himself 
ll alone and never serves others in 
5 y any way, is a miserable peison. 
ty Service to others does not 
iy - bring the sorrow that greed and 
re selfishness do. 

o If people had the altitude to 
really use every God-given 
>f opportunity to do well whatever 

p their station in life, most people 

;t would not have to overwork or 

n get burnt out 

,f This is weil-illustrated by the 

Bible Friend magazine of 
r October 1994 when it reported 

y thus: 

r A carpenter's tools had a 
j conference. Brother Hammer 

f was in the chair. The meeting 

j had informed him that he must 

leave because he was too noisy. 

I But he said, "If I have to leave 

this carpenter's shop, brother 
Gimlet must go too. He is mo 
insignificant that lie makes very 
little impression. 

Little brother Gimlet arose 
and said, “All right, but Screw 
must go, also. Ypu have to lum 
him around and around again to 
get him anywhere.” 

Brother Screw then said, “If 
you wish I will go, but brother 
Plane must also leave. All his 

. work is on the surface; there IjMO 
depth to it." 

To this brother Plane replied, 

’ well, brother Ruler will have to 
3 - withdraw if Ido, for he is alWay* 

measuring other folks as though 

he were the only one who is. 
right." ■„ . 

Brother Ruler, then 
. complained againstybrotiier 
Sandpaper andsaid: “I juslddn't 
care, he is ropgher than ha ougj 11 
to be and he is always rubbing; 
people the wrong ffaty*-'-. I ' . , 

. ^nthemidst 0 ^ t * lS^ ^f ,,^ ^ <In, ' 

theCaipenterofNazarethwalked. 1 

ini HahOd CametopwfP rn l' 1 ?* i 
day’s work. He put bn his, apron,; .' 
and went to the benubfo tnajw.s ;: .; 
pulpit: 

, ; He emptoyed the ^craW, fhe \ 

L gitplat, the swidptojjief, • 

: the hamrne^;.the;plane- 111 .;."; 

'■ -ip' : After theday‘s vjtoS w^qycr/^' : 

and.^ie; pyipit;w*if/i:'; 

; • brother. 1 saw. ;ar«).s^\sh5.'; s,s * 

■ ,us. ia^.labo,^. tbifier 
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Alert issued on devil 
worship in schools 


Devil worship is alarmingly on 
the increase in m any primary and 
secondary schools, a National 
Association of Religious Educa¬ 
tion Teachers (NARET1 work¬ 
shop was told recently. 

Participants also heard that h 
number of girls in boarding sec¬ 
ondary scliools were lesbians. 

"In some of our schools, with¬ 
out naming which ones," said 
Peter Kyalo Muthcngi, head of 
the department of guidance and 
counselling at Moi Girls. Isinya 
in Kajiado district, “some of the 
children candidly confess that 
they are devil worshippers." 

The workshop was nt the 
Kanamai Cpiifcrcnce and Holi¬ 
day Centre. 

MrMuthengi said it was wor¬ 
rying for teachers to come to 
icons with this new phenomenon 
where a child, and particularly 
those who may have been at¬ 
tending schools in the city or at 
high-cost schools,to confers tluit 
he or she is a devil worshipper 
and that hc/she believes in it. 
“What do we tell such a child or 
how do we counsel'?" lie asked. 

The four-day workshop was 
attended by nearly 210 teachers 
from primary and secondary 
schools as well as 1 ruining col¬ 
leges. 

These social ills were begin¬ 
ning to per mcnlc education insti¬ 
tutions partly because the Minis¬ 
try of Education was no longer 
treating religious education as 
an essential subject and compul¬ 
sory to all, Mr Muthengi said. 

He wondered why the Minis- 
tryof Education had not included 
RE among the “special" subjects 
in secondary schools which those 
teaching them should be reworded 
by beirig remunerated with one 
year’s salary increment. 

“We see no reason why it 
should not be nmong the 'special' 
subjects.” he said. 

Kanamai director Nicodemus 
Gitonyo, criticized the Ministry 
ofEducation for over-loading the 
curriculum in primary schools. 
He alleged that many Standard 
Eight pupils were suffering from 
ulcers because of the many sub¬ 
jects they had to rend. 

The Chief Inspector of 
Schools, Mrs Elizabeth Masiga ■ 
said that although many people 
in Kenya claimed to be governed 
by religious morality and values, 
vices such as drug trafficking, 
corruption, injustices, exploita¬ 
tion, sexual abuse, rape, thug- 


By Seth Musl8l 


gery and theft were rampant. 

She said the fuel that these 
incidents were on the increase; 
was an indication that moral val¬ 
ues were declining leaving young 
people with not only a moral 
vnccum, but also a religious and 
spiritual vaccuin. 

Mrs Mnsign called on reli¬ 
gious education teachers to be 


role models since their role was 
character moulding of the youth. 
As good role models, teachers 

should 10 display characteristics 
such as respect, honesty. loVc of 
God and resisting immorality, 
she said. 

She said schools uml colleges 
might and actually do produce 
intellectual giants and geniuses 
but without spiritual and moral 
guidance such people were likely 
to become social misfits. 



Marriage vows: David and Peninali promise to love and 
cherish each other during their wedding. Archbishop 
Manasses Kurin (second from right) officiated at the 
occasion. _' _ 


Women told to seek the top best 

» • .-T L-.,. c>.... ii u ,iv. nl .i u r....«, n i wnmen in Alrica have be 


Opposition activist Tabilha Seii 
lias appealed to women in Kenya 
to aim for strategic positions and 
benefit most. 

“We are capable of even 
voting for a woman president 
and in fact win a landslide 
majurity since we have the ability 
to control key positions in 
elective posts because of our 
numbers", Mrs Seii. who timing 
the 1992 multi-parly general 
elections vied for the Kerin South 
seat against Mr Nicholas Biwoti. 
said. 

She was addressing 
participants to n pan-African 
conference of the Circle of 
Concerned African Women 
Theologians at the Methodist 
Guest House. Nairobi. 

The Democratic Party of 
Kenya official chargell that ii 
was ironical tint in spite of the 
women's numerical superiority,, 
they did not control key positions 


By Soth Muslsl 

in elective posts. 

After posing n question, 
“Who is marginalizing us?" the 
most outstanding woman 
politician in Kolenjinland said: 
"I believe the strategy lies in 
ciiMiring that a critical mass of 
women take their places in 
decision-making areas where 
they can influence policy". 

The opening ceremony took 
place at Ufmigamano House. 
About 130 women theologians 
from all over Africa intended the 
conference which was co¬ 
ordinated by Dr. Musimbi R. A. 
Kanyoro. 

Participants included 
academicdons, students, pastors, 
church workers, medical and 
legal experts. Among the Circle 
founders present were the 
distinguished theologian. Dr 
Mercy Amba Uduyoyc who, 11 mil 


recently was the Deputy Gcucrul 
Secretory of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC). 

Spepking as 011 c of the three 
Kenyan women who are also 
mnnng the founders. Dr Kanyoro. 
paid tribute also to Dr Belly 
Ekcya and the Rev Mother 
Sii| wrior Anne Wasike N ns ii ni y 11 
for pioneering the women's 
[miUi-a-ligiousnioveiueni during 
the Eighties. 

Two hooks written by the 
organisation’s theologians were 
launched. Kenyan women 
theologians authored Violence 
Agiiinst HVwit'n, which questions 
why the church, which is llic 
body of Christ, docs 110 I seem to 
realise that women gel a raw den! 
in life. 

Groaning in Faith: African 
Women is the Household of God 
is written by Southern and 
Eastern African women 
theologians, and argues Ihnl 



The Rev .Dr Nypmbura Njoroge addresses the Circle conference at the Methodist 
Guest House.,! • 1 ■''' j — 


women in Alrica have heeif 
denied llic full ness of life. 

The nut hors question the 
church’s continuing oppression 
or women and how the theology 
and the scriptures of Islam and 
CliTistianiiy arc interpreted to 
deny women their God-given 
rights; how women’s power ;iu<l 
authority within African 
traditional religions have been 
diluted by modern pluralistic 
society; the role of ritual and 
ceremony in the sue in liz a linn of 
women In sexist norms. 

"The Circle seeks, mining 
oilier tilings, to promote a 
dialogical approach 10 religious 
and cultural tensions in Africa 
by practically working together 
with all women wJkj are deeply 
concerned for peace, justice, 
equality and development of our 
continent", Dr Kanyoro said after 
the launching of the books, an 
occasion also witnessed by the 
General secretary of Lhe NCCK, 
the Rev Mutava Musyimi. 

She said the main objective 
of the Circle women is to write 
and pub! ish theological literature 
by African women from their 
experience of religion aiidcullurc 
on the continent. 

Dr Kanypro is also the 
executive secretary for Women 
in Church and Society desk ni the 
Geneva-bnscd Lutheran World 
Federation. 

In the plenary, the participants 
' devoted time to jssucsof common 
interest, worshipped together, 

' talked about gender aqd 
■ ' economy. ; gender and 
. democratization, listened to 
expert medical, presentation op 
their bodies ns women .and 
.: 'discussed Muslim-Christian 
relations m Africa add whtu that 
means lo them as A Mean women. 


When love is 
in the air... 

By correspondents 

Marriage was in the airon August 
24 in both Si Polycarp CPK 
Church, Juja Road, and Jericho 
AIC Church. 

It was the retired CPK 
AichbishopManussesKurin who 
officiated at'live Juja road 
occasion in which Evangelist 
David Mwangi mid Fcninnli 
exchanged vows to live together 
until death. 

Archbishop Kuri a cou use) led 
the couple on how to live as 
husband and wife and told them 
. to bewiue factors dial can ruin 
their marriage. These include 
traditional and tribal beliefs, 
money, parents of both sides, 
relatives and friends, different 
faiths, level of education ami the 
naming of children. 

At Jericho, the presiding 
minister was the Rev Justus 
Kavale wIk» advised the newly 
weds lo "tread cautiously on the 
paths of marriage." 

Those who exchanged their 
marriage vows were gospel 
music singer Justus Ngemu and 
Rachel Mulhoni. Eliot Kahmi ruul 
Ruse Nduku. Peter K iso me and 
.Grace Mueiii and Benjamin 
I Nzive and Lillian Nduku. 


Refocus training seminars on rural folks —Mbithe 


Beatrice Mbithe,lhe pqrliamcn-' 
tary hopeful whp dared lake her. 
estranged husband/. Gerald' 
Ndwiga Ireri head on in the 
Siakagp by-election early tlii§ 
year, has warned that t|ie. Nii; ■. 
liOnal Democratic IrjStitqloTor! 
international Affair 5 (NP|)!?cnji' 
nars were increasing,jy beeper- fi 
ing ajt elitist; club’s j affair pnd’ 


Bv a boitespondgnt 


pare Jhcnv for leadership arid pc- ^ t 
: litical pamoiptttiort a? foe cotut- £i. 
•.i iry readies itself ^ortlio itexfgetj,.. i. 
-eral electipns,. •.J 1 ;'] ?;•: 

, • Shi was. ndd^essipg'ia Lea^, 1 :- 

' erstiip DeVqiapiqent;^nd'Poli^r,,|/ 
"‘enj Pafjiejpfoipn’ 

• 1 . Minhodisl'O WplHoUservNly fopbt:;: - 

MirtrvISntAllVte ' 


way ND1 Will tichjeyle its objec¬ 
tive unless, and uAiil it: targoj* 

women at the gras?fooL, ';. 

- t'To do sdi ihesc, sennits 

.'mj^t sliift^phasisdryin^ban^ 

Woman!, tfje.'tib'teni'ihl ■ ybier, H J 
ilblpfo atien^'jitd bedeVcldped 


fot kenya Wqniari IVolers, pro^ 
posetf titriUhroiigh NQI Kenyan 
wdmdnfobby for jli^) abolition of 
the sd-c^MWoindti'sWlhgaiid 
Vpulh Whig 1 ir» ; tlio .cbuntry’s 
pqliiloal sy 4 lemi 9 !ff$. iljis tended 
(ddemeap women' fljjidilieyputh. 

1 Jij^irbbl luony^t pfPxir-: 


• 0uor)noi« as Urey were bxjy ctcd 
: iq coinp^le equally .with; men 
where political parties'nre trib-. 
fiUy-bhsed: She rei for hied ii^rrp- 
• tfently' exjjre^sod^siatid' that. 
Vvbmbti’slfojae.is rt fjAlltlcidjiariy 


j Amind hatid relapplfig rikd; I 
ullulhtion, Mtjijhe wclcoincd'ljii; ■ 
W ashlngtpn -;based Npl !a'fofci(^r 
oft wpmep’s firrigrahniiei; to jife-l’ 




Kbnyals prpiibsa! qn^iyvent.fo.^, 
Thpr’ fo; inforni .thqlp^iiciparits 

tfiai irt lfor.cohsliltijfocy sbe hltd 
i'ftkeli 1 , -iboMpud'. 
fwbinfefi cilitled iri .'piti'ty 

'■lajicndwr wbmarjjiplilici^nswBft 


. launched.and led bylthemselvCs. 
■'t'y ’ Deihocfoifo^Parlyid|TKi?nyh. 

;• - (pffivin). Ri^ji'WariihuiiiihiH.tlic;;. 

■ (firinjrir pidblijpiTqr jrori'ien jfoh- 
,'tfoinVw sintfb'pbbpjo^jilvofofor' 


Lobbyists 
rewarded 
with job 

By James Katuiulu 

Lobbying by influential mem¬ 
bers oT the Keiyo community has 
.home fruit with the appointment 
last week of former Keiyo Dis¬ 
trict Commissioner Timothy 
SirmansEasteni Provincial Com¬ 
missioner replacing the late 
Ismael Chehmg’a, who died in a 
helicopter crash laic July. 

MrSinnn’s appointment took 
effect immed iately.Tiie .ippoi nl- 
ment, first made public by the 
acting Keiyo DC, Mr A Hois 
Lentomoingn during a barnza, 
was not officially announced by 
Uie Headof the Civil Service and 
Secretary lo .the Cabinet as is 
nonually the tradition, 

Mr Sifmaseived asihe DC of 
the former Keiyo Marakwel .dis¬ 
trict before be ing mover} to Keiyo. 
following the division qI (he area 
intq Keiyo and Mar {Jewel dis-f 
iricis early las) year, . 

Sources within lhe Kalenjin 
circles saia mcihbcrsofthc Keiyo. 

: conjmimiiy launched | a heavy 
.. ..behind-.ihe-sccncs campaign tp 
have tho.foteCUclang'a roplacetl ' 
liy a molnbeir of his cqmpiuniiy 
jmntedfoteliofteGllpPC'odenih. 

. • Tlfo late PC was bomlii Keiyo - 
Marakwel before hin family ini-:, 
fritted to.Kfipengurintuid Uasin 

: GiHhu <lislrfot?, He\vni buried in 
.Ktipcn^uria n^aitisLhis elan’s 
: J;wish iflpi he : he bliried al To) ih; 
MMoisw^i.clistiici.- 

> , MrCticlitng’p diedqp J27; j 

wheijJlhe Pqlfoft Alrwihg- helj-:- . 
"ccjrtte^hd .Wqs £lyiri^iv afon^ : | 

''cirri Hear hib- ; -1 
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among Sudanese 
rivals In Kakuma 


Between June 3 and 4 this year; a 
fight|ri(ting Dinkas against Nuers 
at tlic Kakuma refugee camp, 
some 800 kilometres north-west 
of Nairobi, left six members of 
the Ditika ethnic group dead 
while 40 others from both sides 
ended up in hospitals in nearby 
Lokichoggio, Lodwar and 
Lnpiding towns, all in the harsh 
semi-arid Turkana district. 

The Nuer claimed they (me 
attacked by theDinkaat dawn on 
June 4. a day after serious 
misunderstanding erupted 
between the two Sudanese groups 
who live apart within the camp. 

The Nuer said-they cxjjcctud 
the attack so "they armed 
themselves with spears, sticks, 
knives, and matches.- Some of 
the injured had gunshot wounds, 
but it is not clear who shot litem, 
fellow refugees nr llte Kenyan 
police who were brought in to 
quell Ihe skirmish. 

Dend Dau, chairman of 
Sudanese Administration, n 
liaison group that faciliinles the 
overall administration at the 
camp, said the bloody fight wns 
triggered by a quarrel between 
.two boys—one Dinka the other 
one Nuer. 

Deep-seated rivalric-c 
bordering cm politics ami 
ethnicity have always existed 
between the two groups. 
Kakumapopulation of 49.686 
refugees includes among others 
28,000 Dinkas against a count of 
2,000 Nuer. 

1 he camp has seven roues 
divided into 65 groups 
representing H nationalities (hat l 


Early last June, a fierce fight 
broke out between two rival 
Sudanese groups at the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) camp near 
the Kenya-Sudan border, 

■ resulting in deaths and injuries. 
Correspondent Makur Hot 
Dhitor, who visited the camp, 
reports on the refugee situation 
there. 


include Ugandans. Zaireans. 
Rwandese, Ethiopians, Sudanese 
and Somalis. . 

Dinka elders say that apart 
from political differences result¬ 
ing from the charter signed be- 
■ tween the Khartoum government 
and Dr Riek Macharof the South¬ 
ern Sudanese [nddpcndence 
Movement (SSIM) lost April, the 
majori ty Dinka support theSudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) of Dr John Garang who 
has termed Machar's support for 
the charter "a betrayal. 1 ' 

Whatever animosity exists 
between, the tw£ groups. Mr 
Caeser Ortega, the UNHCR 
official in charge of the camp 
advises refugees to strive to keep 
the ponce .it all costs. 

Mm king the annual Africa 
Kofii|tecs Day on June 20. Mr 

Simon Mologwa', District Officer 
for Turkana, praised die work 
refugees have done at the 
Kakuma camp, especially their 
devotion to skills that can earn 
them income. 

He cautioned theni that not 
all African countries want 
refugees, but Kenya "whs very 


Entrepreneurship: Refugee*' skUis on display ta a handicraft shop in Kai^ 

kind in ..... v _ * . . 



kind to welcome you. Kenyans 
are very peaceful and welcoming. 
You are supposed to interact with 
one another. Try to maintain law 
and order in the camp, and if you 
continue to be hostile to one 
another, we shall still send a force 
to maintain law and order. Please 
respect your host and do not abuse 
the hospitality given to you." 

Already, a peace and 
reconciliation committee 
comprising among others elders, 
church leaders and government 
officials has been formed. But 
die Dinka leaders also want the 
real culprits in (he June fracas to 
be apprehended to remove such 
dangerous elements from within 
the camp. 

They fear that unless this is 
done, potential for another fight 
« high. Mr Deng Dau of the 
Sudanese Administration would 
'ike to see at least one of Ihe rival 
groups moved out entirely to a 
new camp. 

However, observers say this 


approach is unlikely to impress 
UNHCR which faces fuwl con¬ 
straints. Ms Millicent Mutuli, 
Public Infonnation Assistant at 
the UNHCR offices in Nairobi 
says separation of ihe two groups 

not feasible beoause the 
UNHCR is facing seiious 
financial problems at the 
moment. 

Mr Mathew Dhol Michael, 
SQcial service community 
chairman of the Nuer group 
asserts that Ihe whole fracas was 
an unfortunate mistake and 
tragedy. “We really want to live 
in peace with our Dinka 
brothers," he adds. 

Meanwhile, soon after the 


various preacherscalledfor peace 
and reconciliation. 

"AH of you know what peace 
means. We know our country 
Sudan is not at peace today," 
said Pastor John Okuinu of the 
AIC, Kakuma. He told the 
refugees that peace may be 
restored between the various 
groups if they strive to live in 
harmony as brothers and sisters. 

“We need peace not only here 

in Kakumabut in Sudan as well," 
he implored them. 

"Tlic war the southerners are 
waging is a just war. But if we 
fight a tribal war among 
ourselves, that will not be a just 
war. Why don't we unite as Chris- 


miS’^ 

mission (JPC) formed under the erence to the 13-year-old war 
ausDicesof(heHnivrm DD r’-,i,„ _< “ oia Wflr 


Downtown in the bustling capita! of the 
Indian Ocean island of Mauritius, 
mobile telephones are more common 
; than beggars. This is bm one. sign that 
, Mauritius has; successfully relinquished 
Third World status.' 

; - Scve " years after gaining 
i impendence from Britain in 1968 
: rSa*™* p«income stood at 
US$700, while 40 per cent of the 
Imputation lived below lliepoverty line. 
By 1992, per capital incomb had’ 
quadrupled to52,800and the percentage 
of the poor dropped to 11 per cent, 
today the island boasts of full 
employment and looks towards A 
promising future. ' 

Kenya, like most African countries 
whose economies have stagnated since 
independence, may besuipriscd loleai n 
'lint the government's commitment to 
'ocinl welfare is the secret of Mount his* 
•ucpbss. 

“People are the prec ious- wqalth of 
. ’ Ur ^p l, ntry,"says Ms Jnccline Mincrve 
he Minister'of Social. Security and 
! ^tional Solidarity, , : , Wc do not have 
atonal resources such as atones or- 
jnmcrals/', >" •• > 

Ptiabour; ;. 

economic 
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auspices of the Holy Cross Catho¬ 
lic Church, and compromising 
Ute African InlandChurch(AIC), 
the Sudan Interior Mission (SIM) 
and the Episcopal Church of die 
Sudan (Anglican) held an ecu¬ 
menical prayer service at which 


— ~ /i-m-uiu wnr 

between the Islamic Khartoum 
government and the rebels in Ihe 
mainly Christian and animist 
south. 

Apoitfiom political and tribal 
differences, refugees also 
complain of other frustrations. 


For example, they claim that the 
UNHCR often . imposed 
unilateral decisions on them, 
whereas a little consultation may 
go a long way in casing tensions. 

A case in point is when the 
UNHCR camp authorities 
wanted to institutea well intended 
head count among the refugees 
in 1994. But the refugees were 
apprehensive that this was a 
prelude to die reduction of food 
rations. 


Food is a touchy problem at 
the Kakuma camp. The refugees 
bemoan the meagre rations that 
they receive. Each refugee 
receives 500 grammes of dry 
maize and 100 grammes of dry 
beans per day. 

Other food items like wheal 
flour and sorghum are no longer 
issued prompting some refugees 
to suspect the camp nfficials are 
turn to Page 9 


— B ? An drea Useem ’' government provides education, health 

• : ' c “ e > cIefln water, famiiy planning and 

free repatriation of profits. Mauritius services." 

th^maS^ C k* an5 °° Compa " ies ’ Although this , high level of 
jonlyofwhom produce textiles. government spending mirrors dial of 

tra - Cl, ° n f ° r tl,cse la boUr " successful Northern European countries 

intensive industries has been Mauritius' ' in Ihe face of World Bank mlicies wK 

wrtfarS eW »? ! l ° W ' paidbll,edl *rat«l' hlsist on c u«'ng public spending 
workforce, which government policies 8 

has a hmid in creating. The dizzying pace of 

While still gripped by economic ,nd ustnalizotion, however, aijd a spirit 
hardships, the first independent ' of 'ndividualism. that seems to grow 
government extended Free education to ' with incoinelevcls, is Ihreateninc 
all Mauritians in 1976,1Jidny the policy ‘ 10 Icavc the welfare state in Ihe dust 
contuiues through university, The result T . • 

! s 8 skdled workforce winch will nltracl - J e new c l l,es,,0l » for Mauritians is 


of success 

!tal0 " llK disintegration of extended family 

Said at the nrv> - ^ Ram 8°° lflm . networks; fewer women count on free 

■ oSSfe nlCO,,ferc,lw Cliild care from nearby relatives.' ■ 

Important to ; onr m£? a i ,S5UBS 816 M Over-work is anoUier pressing issue, 
important to pur survival as econo.™ .. 
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continues through university. The result 
is a skilled workforce wliich will nuraci . 

investors through the twenty-first ; J? 
century. ■' the 

The government also provides free C °? 
health care. Because workers have . • 

access to quality low-cost treatment, 

»!!*? W !***?* ab,e 10 “rcy oul ' their go\ 
asks and are less lifcelyjco take'sick . risi 
icavo, /hereby, improving their ’ din 
cqmpanjes productivity. . ,, , cpt 

■ Eubllc spvatiinfl £ 

'• '* . 1 ' ‘ ; son 

j *. governmenf knpws that if : ' 


; whether capitalist growth— based on 
the accumulation of wealth — can 
coexist with social policies based on the 
redistribution of wealth 

. Tensions are building up," one 
government official said. "With the 
’ , c L 0Sl social expanses an 
diminishing government revenues, 
; coupled with Ipressurfes from the 
uiternnlionBl Monetary Fund and World 
, Bank, it may be time to pqt back on 
..services,".. ;; • ; 


• are as 

importmit to our survival as economic 

aloite" fmandOCSn °-J iv?sbybread 

. Minister said societies 

should be judged by the way they treat 
foose who cannot fond for themselves. 
He held out the example of countries 
who have-been ravaged by the trickle- 
down economic policies of "unbridled 
liberalism." 

-Compatltlyp ftTlgft 

Labour welfare, a contentious issue 
between workers’ and empl^era, has 
tested the government's promise to 
honour both social and economic 


-w-wi nviAunituinei 

Women workers, who spend eight or 
more hours bent over textile machines, 
teturn home to face a full loid of 
domestic chores. Wliile women In post¬ 
industrial countries are accustomed to 
such double-burdens, they use labour- ■ 
saving devices such as washing 
machines. ■’ .. ■ •.■ 

Increasing wages js not a politically 
viable solution for the government- 
companies complain that wages h*V« ' 
increased faster than inflation, without > 
an equivalent increase in productivity. 
Such rises in production.costs may dull 
thecountry’s competitive edgeand drive 
investors to lower wage Countries such'., 


'Tho. goverritrient: knows that if i . ' ' V/' ' • 

>:.^taihable ^ SC party 


rr . social and economic I »7T v • „ 6 , • 

interests. It is responded with the h/De 5 Madagascar or Bangladesh.. A■ 
Of aeative, pracUcal policies that are ' Insleft 4 tl ? e Ministry oF Industrial 
becoming a hallmark 'of Mauritius’ Relations has created an EPZ Lnbour 

'success^ ... , .; Welfaro Fund. This parftstnfalbd^yi 

: . Butlhesoclalforrimlaisriotallrbsv ' fu,lded ^ employees and.governn^ttL 
With a population of only 1 2 millin' reVenUes « hfef already constructed s& 
Mauritius hSs a UmiledworkforceS' : ■ day T care fopHitles and ptovjdc.d nearly 
EPZ cOmpanies have resbOnded' bvt ' 5,0 ^° 't bn ?^ ^ i,h .^gefatort, gas 

re?ruitingwoihchinlarBCnumhm Thi# 1 s . toves or wtahihg maChihei.V; r- 
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Sh 1.38bn 
loan for 
Jua Kali 
sector 


Close to 30,000 small and 
medium scale enterprises (SMEs) 
in the manufacturing and services 
sectors will benefit From a 
Sh. 1.38 billion (US $ 24 million) 
World Bank (WB) funded loan 
scheme in the next five years. 

; Beneficiaries include textiles, 
automotive, wood, metalwork 
and food-processing enterprises. 
Fifty one per cent of the total 
amount will aid enterprises 
directly while 49 per cent will go 
to administrative work. 

The scheme- is being 
implemented in collaboration 
with tile Ministry of Research. 
Technical Training and 
Technology which lias shortlisted 

19 jua kali organisations 
expected to submit proposals. 
Entrepreneurs will be funded 
through respective jua kali 
organisations. 

A total of Sh 662 million will 
fund training through a voucher 
system. Entrepreneurs will be 
expected to identify both their 
training needs and institutions. 
Sclected/naifl/f organisation and 

NGOs are already involved in a 
pilot project in Nairobi and 
Machakos. 

In Nairobi, the Parkroad Jua 
Kali organisation is piloting in 
collaboration with Gats Bey Trust 
(an NGO) while Pride Africa is 
working in Machakos. 

The project's co-ordination 
office was established on April I 
at Jogoo B House, Nairobi, and 
is manned by three consultants, 
procurement and finance 
specialists. ^There are 600training 
vouchers on the pilot scheme. 


’ Mr Robert Gichira is in- 
charge'of the project in Kenya 
and is working with Mr jHiries 
Kamunge, a WB consultant. Ms 
Yang Ro Yoon is tho head of 
project From Washington WB 
offices. 

Ms Yoon says theproject aims 
to bodst productivity of the 
manufacturing sector SMEs and 


By Frad'Ndung'u 

that the WB is involving the • 
private sector because of its 
concern about the sector's 
accountability and potential to 
promote economic growth. 

The voucher scheme is new 
in Africa but will empower 
entrepreneurs with purchasing 
power. It wilt comprise a 
revolving fund. 

The WB official regrets that 
Ihe term jua kali is ambiguously 
defined and treated with 
suspicion in spite of its great 
potential. 

A private sector consulting 
firm will implement the project 
by next month after the needs of 
entrepreneurs have been assessed 
in the aforementioned business 
areas. Trainers in the private and 
public sectors will be identified 
and work closely with jua kali 
organisations to ensure that the 
vouchers ore not misused. 

"Majority of the people in the 
SMEs arc honest and the 
programme is voluntary so we 
don'lexpcctmuchproblemswith 
the training vouchers," Ms Yoon 
says explaining that checks 
against possible cheating will be 
put into place. 

Similar WB projects have 
been tried in Latin America, UK 
and Sweden among other areas 
and have worked and Kenya will 
thus benefit from these 
experiences. 

According to Ms Yoon, 
Kenya's financial market is in 
shambles characterised by low 
loan repayment and high interest 
rules. Service cliarge levied on 
WB loans is low and reasonable, 

‘ she says. , 

The WB has interviewed 
more than250entrepreneurs who 
have identified their major 
problems to be management of 
capital and debt collection. Tiiis 
is contrary to: Findings by die 
Gemini Report which identified 
lack of initial capital arid 
resources as the major pbstacjd. 


A barbecue jlko made in Ihe Jua jali sector. Such entrepreneurs arc potential 

beneficiaries. 


Mr Gichira outlined five 
components of the loan scheme. 
They include improving 
infrastructure, providing 
technology and training, 
organisation and staff 
development and policy analysis 
and evaluation. However, 
priority areas are" the training 
fund, organisation and staff 
development and policy analysis, 
monitoring and evaluation. 

Ms Yoon says Sh 123.2 
million targeting infrastructure 
such as sheds, electricity and 
roads, has been wilheld due to 
some clauses in the laws and 
conditionalities including those 
in the Public Nuisance Act, 
Electricity Power Act and 
Building Order Act, 1968,among 
others. 

According to Mr Gichira, the 
selected jua kali associations wil l 
choose the members to get the 
loans using their own "fair’ 

modalities including giving 
priority to those who make 
prompt daily payments; those 
keejuug books of accounts; those 
observing safely and standard 
1 manufacturing requirements and 
those- Whose, operations arc 
environment-friendly. , n 

The WB officials made 
reference to Sessional Fapcr No 
I 2 of 1992 which prioritised 
developni'enl of the small scale 


& jun kiilieiilci .rises. 

The paper say-this important 
sector is expected to creme 57 
per cent of employment by the 
year 2020 of which 75 per cent 
will be in mini areas. - 

Other areas addressed include 
reduction of poverty; 
inappropriate technology; 
inaccessibility of finance and 
investment openings and 
inadequate, provision of non- 
financial help. 

Other problem areas 
identified by Ihe same paper ore 
inadequate * physical 

infrastructure such - as roads, 
sheds, power; inappropriate 
technology transfers; limited 
funds (money), institutional 
weaknesses and poor monitoring 
and analysis of SMEs. It is 
estimated dial SMEs contribute 
U to 14 per cent of the GDP. ■ 

The policy areas highlighted 
include rules, laws flnd 
regulations five of which are 
being addressed. The seven laws 
and conditonalilies arc 
Registration of Business Names 

Act, Trade Licences Act, Local 
Government Authority Act, 
Building Order- Act 1968, 
Electricity, Power Act,- Chief's 
Order Act. Vagrancy Act and 
' Public Nuisance Aol. - . 

Other area? nrc organisation 
and- management oP staff 


development; infrastructure; 
skills ami ted inulugy trims for and 
.u.-quisiiion imd non-financial 
.assistance (such as providing 
iitaiiugerinl skills). 

Meanwhile, cash and credit 
continue U> be major problems 
for SMEs. Entrepreneurs must 
be given skitij on writing 
business plans locasily convince 
financiers; collect credit; keep . 
accounts and avoid unnecessary | 
slock. 

- . ^ 

SMEs have the polcniinl to 
foster economic growth. 

According lo Ihe Gemini Survey 
titled Employment mid Income 
in Micro and Small Enterprises 
in Kenya: Results of a 1995 
Survey, total employuicnl in the 
sector has been growing nt rates 
of up to 10 per cent in the recent 
pnsL 

However, nrapid turnover lias 
been observed. For instance, in 
1994, 250,000 new jobs were 
created but 150,000old jobs were 
lost owing 10 businesses that 
closeddoWh. - 

. I! .- ! 

;• Other independent estimates 
indicated that'about 23'per cent 
■ of SMSa close dowii before the. 
first year aririfyersory ’ . - . 


Israelis 
target 
Kenya 
in EA 

By a correspondent 1 . 


Kenya will soon be the cpi-centre 
of Israeli expertise and 
r technology in eastern Africa .This 
will be part of the Israeli 
government's initiative to 
consolidate re In I ions hip and co¬ 
operation with East African 
states. 


Consequently, Kenyans with 
Israeli-gained expertise will he 
seconded to share with Uganda 
ami Tanzania. 

According to Mr Mcnashe 
Zipori, the Israeli Ambassador 
to Kenya, this will Ire possible 
since Nairobi is n base for the 
Haifa Centre for Inlematiouul 
Co-operation responsible .for 
international* eo-operation in 
developing countries. 1 

Mr Zipori said this nt the 
closing ceremony of a recent 
international course on 
organization and management of 
Income Generating Project* 
(IPGs) in a Nairobi hotel. 

The four-week course wns 
i organised by the Kenya Institute 
.of Management (KIM) in 
collaboration with the Gohlmcir 
Mount Carmel International 
Training Centre. Haifa, and was 
sponsored by the Israeli 
Embassy. 

A good example of Kcuya- 
Israeli co-opcralioii is the 
Kibwezt Irrigation Project in 
Makueni district. Here Israeli 
irrigation expertise is imparted 
•on Kenyans. 


By JeffMbure 
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The Kenya Power an**, .ighllng . 
Company is losing njiUions of 
shillings every mortthvthrough : 
.theft of cdnduqc'ables and thiir 
subsequent >.v replacement,'; 

; especially inKiambu district, 

.. ,i i Aqd thiajias forced tlpspq^V ■:: 
.^mpany fo. appeal. to focal;-!: 

r' 1 -tf* j ."•!v 


info Vigilante groups to pfotjct : ;j: 
Ihe power'liites, 'y,'.’-', > 

KP^feL chiqf'pn^maet; 

Njorbge loldithiB repOrter th^t ; : l 
the cqnipaoy> anquaf budget 
the replai^ement pfthep^riduits ; L 


. ^cohdultslmihediaiefyan^ that ; 
whenever iheft 0 f .conduits - 
Ibccufred: customers had to wait ■. 
.for ilpya pefdredie jr t po Wef Was ! . 

Ascribed, th&- (heft 
' ■ bpp^iia!jui-:‘ < 8 tmngb, : 'riridTi^,! - 
::'.eXplainable;i-As.aresdlt hi? flrp|l "• 
.-'was.^Jkinji 1 tfie, piilprofdh^; .■ 
,antalW'; \ 

-V:' •"i-* : V"'- 
; y-t: : • t $$ 

f >; |-!.---^j , .yv.-.-.- li ;.rV y f t 
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IhikvK . nearest police aUlioq arid ^el art 

•^neefNjar^ainglodoui. 

the Runka, jciambaa, Kanunga,- com;Sower 
Dcinu 4t)d Rioki.areasof Kinntbu ; 

■ r i^iipkavim tuw •! V ThA-•CSffi 8 wf , ’CciiyiilTiii^W 8 




However, owing lo the ■ 
success of the project farmers j 

have little marketing to do since . 

merchants travel from Nairobi lo . 
the form for the produce. The j 
farmers get the rightvalue forthe | 
produce because they grow it at | 
the appropriate time and; 

according torulesofdemand&nd 

supply. 

Ttie University .of ..Nairobi 
collaborates in the project which 
is further being used ft? n base for 
promoting extension farming to 
the surrounding areas!. 


businesspeople to have ihe will 
aqd courage to go into andsurviy*; 
ill brikineSs. According to him] 
foe biblichl JoshU? waa;t3te firsi 
entrepreneur in the fowish slat/ 


will] help t^wm-oyercomt 
‘prftnafos! should. (4 b 6 wp/ 
Tdif^foe betleh^ertVoF;li 
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Scale that saves food 
packagers time, money 


To save lime and money for food 
producers, a low-cost multi- 
weight-scalc-lhat seleqls die best 
cominaiion of food, such as 
poultry, meat and fish; to meet a 
set minimum weight, has been 
developedby Scale & Equipment 
Centre. 

With an increasing trend to 
fixed-weight packaging for food 
it is important for packagers to 
give-away only the smallest 
amount beyond a specified 
minimum weight. The Multi- 
Wcigh-Sort scale achieves this 
with up to 256 calculations from, 
ten different weighing pans. 

As the calculation is virtually 
instantaneous, the throughput 
depends only on the loading/’ 
unloading speed of the operator, 
and still higher output can be 
achieved with one person loading 
and another unloading. 

If the food packager has 
predetermined that a pack will 


contain, for example, six items 
with a minimum total weight or 
1000 g, four items are placed on 
each of ihe two larger “sample” 
pans mid a single item on each of 
the remaining eight pans. 

The scale selects one of the 
larger sample pans and two other 
pans Id give the least-waste six 
item combination. Lamps by the 
pans indicate this best 
combination. In addition, three 
indicator lamps (Hi, Pass, Lo) 
show the achieved status. 

As statistical printer interface 
can be fitted which'provides 
information such as date, time 
and weight achieved. The amount 
of “tolerance" of the scale can 
also be adjusted for different 
foods: for example, an expensive 
item such as smoked salmon 
would, have a tighter weight- 
control than a less expensive 
food. 


Architectural projects enhanced 


With architects making greater 
useof tension system s in building 
design, McCalls Special Products 
of Britain has developed 
advanced versions for use in 
construction and civil- 
engineering projects. 

One such project is the mile- 
long terminal at Kansaj Airport 
in Japan where some 900 of die 
company’s tic bars and fittings 
brace its curved tubular roof. 


WORLD OF 
■> SCIENCE-. 


Kalian arciiitMURenz^Sio. 
For the whole of its length the 
curved lubiilar-sieel roof of this 
building i s tied with 900 
Macalloy 460 lie bars which axe 
of varying lengths anddiametere. 
These have been used with 


McCalls offers the Macalloy , . Thc f have been used wit], 
460 bar to meet the demand fora ™ d brace the 

standard tension-structure-bar d -‘‘bular steelwork r.h* 


system with a high finish and 
slim, elegant profile. 

Supporting components 
contribute to a good-looking 
system combining ease of 
application, strength and 
practicality. From these, the 


curved tubular steelwork ribs 
forming the shape of the 
passenger terminal. 

Complementing the large- 
diameter Mflcalloy 460 
components is a small-diameter 
range of stainless-steel 
architectural tics and supports 
for a variety of applications 


company has developed specials ® v aru;iy of applications 

"Mch c» bo mod °to customer 

and bracing, glass-curtain-wall 


requirement. 

The lie bars and fittings, to 
Japanese standards, havealready 
been applied in the terminal at 
Kansai Airport, designed by the 


supports, membrane-roof and 
canopy supports and balustrades. 
The latest development is the 
Macaloy900. a full-length thread 
rebar system. 


Sports energy breakthrough 

Followingadiscoverythatcould Dr Grcenhaff said that for 


prove a mqjor breakthrough for 
the sporting world, a research 
team from .Nottingham 
University’s Deportment of 
Physiology and Pharmacology 
is developing a unique natural 
supplement that will boost 
muscle strength for sportsmen 
and women. Tbedisoovery could 
also offer hope for sufferers of 
conditions such as diabetes and 
obesity. 

Led by physiology lecturer 
PaulGreenhaff, the team has been 
studying the effects of “creatine 


some lime research lias been 
conducted to find a way of 
increasing the body's natural 
supplies of creatine - many 
sportsmen and women, 
particularly from body building 
and tlieendurancc sports, already 
lake creatine supplements. 

"The problem is that the body 
has an upper limit in Ihe amount 
or creatine it will hold by 
ingestion and about 30 per cent 
of people who eat extra creaiine- 
do not respond at all.” he said. 
"We discovered that by taking 

imnla. ■iiivn.n.__■ . >.? 


studying the effects of “creatine” . uncovered Mint by inking 

-produced naturally by t(ie body fl simple mixture of creatine with 
and also obtained from tliCd iet i n glucose, it not only increases the 
the form of red meat and fish. 


The substance is stored in the 
muscles' where it is used for 
energy. After, two years of 
negotiations the department has 
bean awarded funding by the 
world's largest sellers of creatine. 


uptake of creatine in the muscle 
by a further 60 per cent, but it 
also seems to have a functional 
relationship with muscle glucose 
disposal.” 

Creatine coy Id potentially be 
of some benefit to diabetics who. 
are insensitive to insulin. ’■ ■. 
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By Wilfred Amalemb a 

Today our world: eems to be drunk with sex. So 
much focus is placed on sex that one would think 
that nothing would work without sex. The message 
that one gets is that life is meaningful only if our 
sexual being is expressed and gratified. For this 
reason, sexual promiscuity and moral 
permissiveness have become the lifestyle. 

This permissive lifestyle has promoted the 
spread of sexually transmitted infectious diseases 
such as Aids. Abstinence is the surest way for the 
j unmarried to guard against being infected with 
sexually transmitted infections. 

In a world where sex has been portrayed as the 
only way of expressing our sexuality, abstinence 
seems to be impossible. We seein to think that we 
c, nnot appreciate ourselves or be appreciated 
unless we flaunt our sexual being. 

But there is more to abstinence than avoiding 
sex. It involves appreciating our sexuality and 
expressing it poslively. It js appreciating, 
understanding, valuing and preserving our 
sexuality and expressing it in a dignified, 
honourable manner. 

Our sexuality is the totality of our whole being, 
our maleness or femaleness and the roles, statuses 
and privileges that go with it. It is the very image 
of God, hence, very valuable and sacred. • 

Sex features as a way of expressing intimacy in 
a marriage relationship and participating in the 
divinedesignofprocreation. These are two features 
that arc inseparable in the big sexuality picture. 

Special [oy 

By abstaining from sex we acknowledge, 
appreciate and enjoy our sexuality God's way 
This involves first understanding our maleness 
(or femaleness) ns wo mature into adulthood. 

Wemust understand ourbodies and our varying 
personalities and how we relate with the other sex 
We give ourselves time to know who we are 
individually and who we arc compatible with as 
we search for the joy and blessing of s godly 
marriage. In so doing, we do not succumb to 'he 
pressure to indulge in pre-marita! sex. 

Abstaining from sex enables us to value sex. 
We recognise that sex is an important intimate 
expression of love. It can reinforce commitment 
to a marital relationship, or destroy it. 

It can bring into marriage special joy and 
pleasure, or deep hurt and bitterness. But sex is no 
proof of love. Abstaining from sex guarantees us 
safely from the relational confusion and emotional 
traumas that premature intimacy can foster. 

Abstaining from sex means that we exercise 
self-control. Rallter than let the basic sexual 
instincts control us. we bring them under our 
control. We determine why we shduld satisfy this 
urge, when, how and with whom to involve in the 
sexual act. 

Abstinence holds before us the choice between 
enjoying the benefit of immediate gratification or 
Ihe greater benefit of postponed fulfilment. • 

It is important to know how to effectively 
change behaviour, especially now Aids is a fact of 
life. Slogans such as “Aids is a killer epidemic... 
Anyone can get Aids.,.. Practise safer sex... Use a 
condom every time you have sex..." art common 
everywhere an Aids awareness campaign is held 

One would expect that these slogans are 
sufficient to make people, particularly the youth 
to change their permissive sexual behaviour and 
exercise caution with regard to their sexual activity. 
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Counselling session... a couple listens ns a marriage counsellor explains some* family planning 

!i V “ al "f' if lh , is i, " rolvus <lcn ying them a sense of worth. What alternative^ 

bringtostichpeople,nndhowilocsonecwuj 

, . ‘hey »dapt the desired behaviour to enaJ 

For many people, their sexual prowess gives avoid HIV infection? n 


adapts new sexual behaviour standards that 
appreciate the risks of HIV infection. And it 
develops a supportive community. 

Realistic goals' must be set that givejhe 
clianging individual the needed knowledge, skills, 
and a slwrt-tenn coping stragegy where the ideal 
alternatives are easier to practise than thetmheallhy 
habits. TVae goals includeproYiding a supporting 
environment, and offering attainable alternatives. 
Attainable alternatives may be those that may 
have a low impact but a greater chance of being 
adapted quickly. 

Supportive community 

The closeness of the source of information and 
education to the target audience is a key issue to 
ensure the audience receives Ihe message 
communicated. Some groups have realized this 
and adapted peer counselling as a strugety. 

When IEC communicators are peers to the 
audience rather than experts, Ihe audience pays 
attention. This is someone they can identify with 
and someone who shares their struggles and 
successes. An expert-authority facilitator may be 
very good, but he cannot emphathize with live 
audience. 

It should also be noted that change is effected 
through community-based campnigns which 
presented safe sex as “a community standard of 
behaviour. The community sliuuld lie target as a 
change agent oiicc the community internalises the 

behaviour change messages and sets new standards 

as a result, its members find reason to change. 

An affective behaviour change programme 
has lo ensure that the community adapts new 
sfltual behaviour standards that appreciate the 
risks of HIV infection, hos to offer realistic, 
attainable and sustainable alternatives, has to use 
P An effective behaviour cliange programme n facilitator who is close to the target audience, 
i offers realistic, attainable and sustainable and has to develop a supportive community. 

I. alternatives. It uses a facilitator who is close to the 

target audience. It ensures that the community 1996, MAP international 




Kiharu women gil back to the roots 

central Keny* After collecting the raw nun sj counts iheftuits they haveenjoyed from Ihe water (NGOs). She noted that the water harvesting project 
the members gathered at the home of Ihtj:) harvesting project. Each member, she says, used was threatenedby the highcostof materials against 
treasurer, Mrs. Naomi Wachuka, where fr | j to waste over three hours daily hunting for woter. thoinitial budget'. She thanked an American Peace 


By Kage NJoroge 


! -Sr. '• -?!'• 1'•! ■•' ■'<:\i - i * .jj• ?v i: .• • ■. Ii -;•. i ■. ' 

f:, • : lLjLLj-i-^y y* I % - 


simplistic message 

Belter yet, they would be expected lo cease 
indulging themselves sexually, until they are 
'. But in reality there seems to be little 

change in pfcople’s sexual behaviour. 

Have-The Aids campaigns felled to 
communicate the intended message? Why have 
these programmes been ineffective in effecting 
change? Have they offered an unrealistic! 
unsustainable and simplistic message with regard 
to safe Wand sexual behaviour? Apparently, it 

■•'"TiiSii ? 0 **P*W loo soon? 

I i: • ^ en wl«d. that people prftferfo carry 

activity, eyeri though 


Motivated by the need to improve their living 
stareiards, members of women's self-help groU ps 
m Kiharu, Murang’a district have decided to so 
back lo die roots to solve a nagging water prob- 

We decided on a programme which would 
bring water to our homes and ease the burden of 
fetching the commodity," Mrs Mary Wagaturi 
the chauperson of Giathiuwa Women Group, 
which was formed in the '70s, recently told IRIS. 
We were sparked by the realisation that a reliable 
piped water supply u, the home, was Ihe surest 
way of uplifting our living standards." 

Lack of adequate water supply had been a 

TfiLTSS " 8 bl ° ck 10 variou8 Projects initi¬ 
ated by the 79-member self-help group. In 1993 

the members, most of them elderly women, de- 
cided to resolve their perennial water crisis once 
and for all by resorting jo a traditional rain water 
harvesting technology. '« • 

Said the chairperson: “We settled for a Kikuyu 

baitionarainWaterharvestingjar’-Butwhythe 
traditional water jar? , . . 

According l0 Wagaturi, tha Water jar is cheap 
te construct since meat members have the Basic 
technical skills lo create ^The tank is moreover 
made from materials Which are readily available 
in the locality. r ; . v - 

difficult ^ ot coH^cling 
items .of a. shrub that is used to make the jars, the 

women wentfor the shrub dUlled */^/, which is 
apondarU on therocky rgUing Hqis of this part of 
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treasurer, Mrs. Naomi Wachuka, where 
plied the traditional technology involve 
ing the stems to create a circular drum 
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to waste over three hours daily hunting for woter. iheinitial budget'. 0119 IIIOILAVU Pit ruiKUWDiiA wtvw 
The health of their families has improved since Corps volunteer, Ms Laurie Koteen who assisted 
they stopped consuming the untreated water from the group with funds to finish some of Ihe tanks. 

Rollnhlo entirra ■' ■ .. ... .... Noting that the mission of her group was to ■ 

rwliapi? . .Amoebiasis was rampant in this area but this iinprove shelter and create an environmetu For' 

J f • Jj now put the problein under control. wome n to develop (he economy at the basic level, 

They then crealed a-life for !l« jar. the secretary says, adding that nutrition and time’ . , t , flt lhe muc ». touIK j oovemment 

turnwascoveredwiihcementonaUsuHAjJ ■gntbi^|°fnsiderably. programme aimed at providing pipld water lo 

v..,nn UnnsehnM ku llw up nr 9 (VYt WflR 9 
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which were equipped with gulteis for Ihe 
Each jar has a capacity for about 10.0® 
of water from two rainy seasons received i 
area, WagAturi says. It,ia capable of sustain 
family of seven addts for a Whole yoar- T<» 
jars have been constructed at 
bers’ hqmes. 


local 7 u “ out Ihe country to wake up and start 

“cai economy has improved as members are . .. 7 .. u , B i„ r ^_ nh | pm 

J^tng the readily available water to irrigate their 1 

kitchen gardens, to rear cattle on zero-grazing and T j ie ^ alef harvesting programme is one of the 

raise poultry. . • ■ ^^^ged by the local Department of- 

. 1 ne IU * U[ y readily available water is open- ^ nter pevclopmenL According to ft source at the 
jng new vistas for the women’s group members. . water office, the most important source of water in 
: j! ‘pnave started a revolving loan fund, through [he district.wh ich receives 800 lol 200 millinietrcs 

"There is nothing more import 81111 members are buying quality improved dairy ; of rainfell annually, is rain harvesting.. • ■ 

than haying, a reliable soipce of w a|o^ [ call j e - , . ' - J , , .. ‘ , 

. home," says members who have beneutp 1 "Our first project was to replace the traditional ; Most piped ^ata; supply projects a *Oftoljflu, 
Ihe traditional technology. ’: ii; ";,v. E ra SB-thatched roofe of our.houses with corru- The districi's pevelopment Pian ettes the gian 

. Presertlly, each-tank costsaboutShJ W J gated iron sheets," the secretary said. This in itself: Kandara Kahuti, Gatun, Mathloyaand uakttyu 

_u.-u^-wc< 0 /,FthAnrtiBtik was a etnn inure»ii. ...bte. hsreuiimhnm! iIia water projects as sofpe of lhe nop .functional 

i;' projecis. Other projects havq been hit by logistical 
< probJemV They 1 are’ serving a Targe consumer . 

__ r _ f ■’ ... i • ;• ootwlaildn ”—^ ,lu - «***r«*. 

: am happy that th6 btirden is njow p|T 
;■ • ’, Grotrp members Used to tre^fivf 

■ driiw-Wntar fmm ..thei'«tream 'SaidilO.b® 


• Presertlly, each-jank costs;about$hJWj * gated iron sheets," the secretary said. This in ilseK :. KandaraK 
conslfqcL Narrating the benefits ofthepl# e was a stop towards water harvesting since : the ; water proj 
chairlady is overwhelmed:,Witlj joy: :'T P * traditional roof is not amenable to water harvest- t pfoieoIsjO 

ofimbasteephiUfrSmKaridwgustrt**' J '"B- ^ i • ; • ;! F^proWeW?: 

b6uo I hofad«p,narre W rsv»<.!»,f^g 1 . I: poUiteUw ,B«d|llRj to, 

■ PI be dream . U others aiedogg^by.fpaintena.ieeptobWitk. 1 , 

■ ■ . r.J Tj, em ain constraint;hpweyenisthe hUgfiMfe! 
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The unanswered questions of 
Total Man’s’ whereabouts 






The man called Kiprono N icholas 
Kipyalorarap Biwoti is unusually 
out of circulation and many 
people have started wondering 
aloud whether the once powerful 
Minister for Energy is falling out 
with his mentor, Mr Daniel arap 
Moi. 

The last time I had a chat with 
the MP for Kerio South was way 
back in 1994. There also have 
been chance’ meetings at the 
Members’ lounge in Parliament. 

For those who know Mr 
Biwott, he is the sort of person 
who shuns lengthy 
conversations. And he is 
normally not bothered about what 
newspapers write about him. 

The self-declared Total Man 
does not bother to return cnlls 
from journalists. And if one is 
lucky to get him to talk, the 
questions have lo be precise and 
fast, for Mr Biwott is 
"permanently" a very busy man 
and quite uncomfortable with 
strangers. This is the Biwoti I 
interviewed in 1994. 

Mr Biwott's background has 
been jealously guarded by those 
around him. There me few 
Kenyans who know when the 
former minister was bom or what 
he was before Mr Moi look to 
him and made him his personal 
assistant during his (Moi’s) vice¬ 
presidency. 

Public life for Ihe Kerio South 
MP begun in 1979. when he wus 
elected unopposed us the MP for 
the then Kerio constituency. 

As a power-broker in his 
heyday the Total Man decided 
who would lake what position in 
the government. Today, he has 
sort of faded out of the public ' 
scene and many are openly 
criticising what he didor imagine 
him to have done during his 
dominance of (lie Kenyan 
political scene. 

At the apex of his public life, 
no one, including his ardent foes, 
dared criticise the Kerio South. 
MP in public, for many suffered 
for merely mentioning his name 
negatively. 

In his then Nyayo House 
offices, the waiting room was 
every day filled to capacity evfcn 
by his cabinet colleagues nnd 
powerful individuals seeking 
favours. 

In parliament, his colleagues 
jostled for an opportunity to 
whisper a word in his ear. Rarely 
did the Total Man have the titne 
lo listen to what they were saying. ■ 

Backed by a retinue of 
security officials, few people got 
near him as the man bad an un¬ 
explained fear of tho common 
man. 

With all tlus in mind Kenyans - 
arewondering what Is happening 
to the Total Man of yesteryear. 

Odd, ain’t it this 
Ralla-Matiba 
political liaison? . 

There isso[heihmgsfrjtngo about . 
, the political liaison between 
;: FORD-AsiB^chairman KeqriellT ■{. 
, Matiba ahc] FORP-Kenya’s ;| 
: Raila Oditjga. ': -j 

. ; These ttien. apd|4fertd tobe'.-j 

dOTrectyd^hbvelitlie in corrimbri,.; 
I axtepl their' dj)|aritio(i j for .1.1 J 
K rtiopths ln 1990*91,. j, .j 
\ My bet i» that the ^up did not _ 

; refcogniwi each otlier’a political 
existence,. even; iftok. their ; 
’•• vdatentiort,; Tbtir hewly 1 found: 

’•S-: I.:’-'>1 1' 
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By James Katululu 


partnership has something dial 
*We arc yet to be told about. 

Since Kenya attained its 
multi-party status. Malibu has 
categorically slated his wish to 
lake over the presidency. And so 
has Rail a, especially after the 
death of his fathcrOgingaOdinga 
in 1994. 

In 1992. Maliha made it clear 
that the latcOdinga was his junior 
in his campaign for presidency 
and indeed, the MP for Kiharu 
never bothered in hold nny 
enmpaign meetings in Luo 
Nynnza. 

Mulibft never hid his dislike 
for the laic Odiiigu. utid after his 
death, Hie FORD-Asili boss 
publicly said he had no love lost 
for the dead doyen of Ihe 
opposition. Matiba boycotted the 
funeral of Jarmnngi. 

I mn sure Kniln has nni 
forgotten that so soon. He 
shouldn't for his new political 
bcdiuatc tillered very unkind 
words about his father. 

There indefinitely something 
strange about these men's 
realisation that they cun work 
together. Rut none of them is 
talking about, it choosing to let 
lhe likes of MrKinuni wuNyoikv 
lo talk on their behalf. 

Suppose this relationship 
continues, who beiween them 
would be the presidential 
candidate? can Ruila step down 
for Matiba and vice-versa? 

Neither in my opinion cun for 
each of them is just too ambitious. 
That is why I find something 
extremely strange in their 
association'. 

Why deny the 
obvious, Home 
Affairs Minister? 

1 hope the Minister for Home 
Affairs and National Heritage, 
Mr French Lotodo, sampled the 
fun of the famous Florida Night 
Club in Mombasa when he visited 
Ihe place a few days ago. 

' -Lotodo’s vj sit mus t have been 
prompted by media reports Hun 


the coastal town and others in the 
country are in undated by teennge 
girls who puddle their flesh to 
whoever has money. 

Before that visit, the minister 
had uunied that child prostitution 
existed in ihiscouniry. And even 
after visiting Florid a. Lotodo "did 
not see anyone there who looked 
like a child prostitute.” 

Of course the good minister 
later retracted his denial perhaps 
after rcnlisingthal everyone knew 
of the existence of these child 
nroxlituies. 

Indeed, one docs not need to 
go lo Mombasa's Florida Club to 
know that iccnnge prostitution in 
(his country is alarming. 

The minister and those in his 
ministry only need to drive 
around Nairobi at night, 
especially the city centre, to 
realise how deeply prostitution 
lias taken root in Kenya. 

In, for instance. Kiimnnge 
Street after lU.OOjJtn. the situation 
can be nightmarish for (lie 
unprepared. 

A few slays ago. 1 was 
dropping a friend in WcMhupis 
and chanced to ilrivc along one 
of the streets on my way back. 

At the junction of University 
Way ami Koinangc Street, a lone 
woman waved me down and 
since I needed in fuel around 
there anyway. 3 decided in slop. 

Before I could roll down the 
window in ciii|inftf whether she 
needed any assistance, three 
others emerged and before 1 knew 
what was happening, they »ue 
asking huw much I w.is willing 
to pay lor a night out 

And two ol Ihe girls were 
already in the car. These girls 
were lurdly IK ycais. lull the 
language they were.using was 
that of seasoned prostitutes. 

h look Ihe intervention of two 
policemen on patrol lo remove 
the two girls from the car. And 
the two cops seemed to know 
aboui the girls' activities, as they 
did noi even bother lo find out 
what Hits problem was when they 
ordered them out of the car. 

During the day. one only 
needs to taken walk alongLalcma 
Road and,adjacent ureas lo see 
how women parade themselves 
on the streets wailing for 
prospective "clients”. 

This, Lotodo. has been going 
on for a long lime and many 
Nairobi sms have accepted it as 
just another way of life.. 

It is upon youBwana Minister 
lo accept this reality nnd seek 
solutions |n child prostitution. 


Calm returns to Kakuma 
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misdirecting their fopd aid. 
UNHCR also supplies firewood 
but Ihin is not adequate, yet_Uie . 
food has to be cooker} .on n 
firewood stove,;. ; 

■■ filter’indication that there 
is tension simmering in the camp 
pirtopg the'Sudanese were the 
rioiB of Mareh27,)996 that led 
lo ihe destruction of |ho fopd 
; ccittfd, social service qcntTC-fpb 
. vyonten, adcorppqnied by 1001 % 
of niy eleclrip gcne'r^lo^^' jfi 
sey^qg niuchmes,j corrugated 
iiron \shee(s^wires aiid timber,, 
■But abqu j h 9ti .per' cCntohhe lqpt { 
wa$ rtja>vered,[ ■ : 



with shorldgeoffobd.Diarrhoea, 

. dysentery, malaria and ancomia 
are. common; with life elderly 
,and children being - 1 most 
vulnerable.. Poor shelters arc 
■ another lpajar'concem drriOhg 
the refugees. Ailliough U ( NHCR 
is Trying its bdst, ihe process is 
sipw, 

' Soil erosion seems to bdpus- 
;i; ing aridjlterproblem, with iho^lirt . 
i;i, of heavy rUins'mithe nrcCin re r = 

; cpnt- tjipnths. But safe disking 
water ii ay ailable frpin boreholes.. 
i vat the'camp- '■ .A /■ 
t' r. N^verilijcleis refugees enjby 
i. .edpdpribij JticUjtibs thaiik^to the 
UNHyR: ^ndnpn^|qy!Errihieniei 
'■1 q^msatjojw UkeR^jda BVhchr . 
J .. . tl»6Swcdjih$dy;4;th9 Cijiidnjn, 

1 F^id ; flhd;jhevtii tfwraii WorldL - 
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in families 


are crucial 

and^fic^J^^^i^h^amiTies . By R ©V NIC0demU8 of K -A-G. Kisumu N 6 
know the positive v.hu- of W8ka remember talking to ayouni 
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Ail families experience problems 
anddifficuliies. Healthy families 
know the positive value of 
conflict and have the ability to 
handle problems, difficulties and 
stress in a constructive way. 
There are many vices both in 
and out of the family that seek to 
deride purity, deform (lie soul 
and destroy the family thus the 
need for Biblical standard to be 
adhered to. ‘ 

, It has been said that if we 
destroy the family we have 
destroyed ourselves iq the 
enforcement of morals. Lord 
Devlin said; 

“A sense of right and wrong 
is necessary for the life of a 
community." while LcUm 
.Scanzoni says: ‘Training means 
helping our children to form 
attitudes and to develop values 

. and goals around which their lives 

will be built. 

Nothing influences the youth 
more than their home life. The 
high premium God places on the 
home should remind us (he 
home's potential. 

Yet family devotions have loo 
often slipped into a dull pattern 
in which a father reads from 'he 
Bible and a devotional booklet, 
then leads in prayer. Why not get 
the whole family involved? 
Involvement is excitement! 

I believe if Christ is the real 
headof your home, your children 
will walk safely in the world. 

Gibson Winter, in his book 
Love and Conflict ; points o ut that 
"parents must make basic 
decisions together. This brings 
strength and consistency in 
discipline. It also saves the 
mother from gaining the image 
of family enforcer. In the absence 
of the father the mother carries 
out the rules which both have 
established." 


Edith Schaeffer in her "The 
creative Family says: "It is lime 
well spent in really having a 
family life. In making home more 
fun-than any other place which 
makes other attractions seem 
boring by contrast." 

Dr DaVid Seamans, author of 
Healing Grace, has observed that 
the home is the window through 
which children get their first 
glimpse of God. It also is where 
they get their glimpse of who 
they are and what they are worth. 

Children discover their value 
and worth in the mirror of those 
around them, by how much they 
nrc looked at, listened to and 
touched by what their parents 
say to them and about them 
in from of others and by how 
much time theirparents make for 
them." 

During my tenure as thepasror 


of K.A.G. Kisumu North I 
remember talking to ayoung man 

who told me with tears flowing 
down Jiis cheeks, how his father 
had said to him, “you’re foolish, 
you will amount to nothing in 
life." 

_ These unfair comparisons, 
criticisms and sarcastic remarks 
led him to believe that whaterver 
he would do would never be good 
enough. 


It was a joy for me to sit down 
with him, open God's word and 
share some pnssoges that helped 
him begin to see himself as God 
sees him. 

Gary J. Oliver says of a 
healthy family’s trails: 

- It is based on a healthy 
marriage relationship, for 
marriage is the foundational 
relationship in the family. When 
the marriage is always functional. 





S A ta f ™ogether!° 8e,her ^ ,hinBS PrayerS ’ f ° r a famil * ,ha * W '"Sete 


the whole system is iiuown out 
of balance. 

. - In a healthy family parents 

model truth and don't merely talk 
about it. 

(The life-style our children 
see us model day in and day out 
is much more pawcrruli hnii what 
they nre told. There must be 
congruity between ourlnlk and ■ 
our walk.) 

Somebody once remarked: 
“some troths are better caught 
than taught!" - members of a 
health family lake time to nourish 


one another. 

- members of a healthy family 
value relationships more than 
possessions. 

’ members of a healthy family 
spend quantity and quality lime 
together. 

• members of a healthy family 
communicate with and listen to 
one another. 

- members of a healthy fnmily 
appreciate differences and grow 
through conflict. 

The need for fnmily devotions 


is a crucial issue for as the family 
goes, so goes the church andthe 
nation. 

As Tom Pfllnierpuisil:‘‘Tlieif 
is n great need for moms a«d 
dads today who will say.ihedoij 
is going to gel his dirty hands on 
our kids, lie will have io do ii 
over our clean bodies." 

"The family that prays 
together, stays logdlwr" is at 
old but true saying, for when 
family members see God answer 
prnyer. He becomes very real 
and personal in their qwn lives. 


— - ■» ■ ; - —7 ■ i “fiuyuevouons anu personal m their qwi 

Inclination to abandon burdens 


Cast thy burden upon the Lord, 
and He shall sustain t/iee. He 
shall never suffer the righteous 
to be moved (Ps. 55:22) . 


. Religious words have value 
to thechildonly as experience in 
the home gives them meaning. 
Our family devotions will be 
meaningfulonly when we imparl 
f«ct$ and knowledge and also 
loach hy example. 

How much we all need to 
pray and moan it: "Lord, when 
we are wrong, majeu us willing *.o 
change and when we lore rigbi,,’/. 
. make us easy uy live with." '. 

:, I rcAjise the all jtude we hnvc 
fpr rmhily'devotions will be 


'••■wT . i7»-T*v v 'wtn omen 

Jltt best v^Stanik^fq'tpohnlhcf. 

is to die handsfcf 
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This is a stoTmy psalm, 
abounding in threat, indignation, 
fear, and pain. In the text, there 
is a temporary lull in the violence 
of thought and feeling. The 
pilgrim, possessed by the 1 
recovering light of assurance is 
quietened into momentary peace. 

In the earlier outbursts, the 
psalmist is meditating relief from 
his burden by the way of flight. 
"Oh, had I the wings of a dove, 
then I would fly away." . 

We have nil known the 
inclination. We all know the 
criticnl moment when we are 
contemplating seeking relief by 
leaving onr tasks. "I will just 
leave the whole thing; I will get 
away from it." 

Such flight is usually fruitless. 
We cariy our burden with' us. 
And yet there are some types of 
burdens in which jhc refuge of 
flight will be found'to he n rear 
and splendid defence. ‘'Flee 
youthful lhsta." In these mailers 
flight is the ohly method of 
salvation.; 

There 4ro soirid atmospheres 
iri which evil desire inevitably . 
becomes irritated and irinam&l. 

[ from inflainritbry matcrial 
on' which jjic temper is far): for 
iCrotfi inrtaiijifliortl' Bddiisj. 
*1/fa/:.? I tip';,: ■ iriffaiivatijty 

Cflmn I I'niWcinli IVui' 'C^nL' >'■ 


By James K. Mbugua 

“Flee from idolatry." Do not 
think there is security iri partial 
world|iness in a moderate 
coin promise. 

If we presumably turn our 
backs upon the world and the 
worship of mammon and yet 
retain <tnd hug one worldly 
expediency or practice, we shall 
be counted as followers of an 
alien gad. ' 

% 

Steemed mirror 


. JVwmp tnto^iliA:;s«k-fafiigeby! 


Bill (he majority of burdens 
> cannot be disposed of by the 
method of flight. In (light they 

■ are inseparable companions. We 

• have no resources but to caste 
them on God. 

What becomes of them when 
. we take them to the Lord? There 
1 are sonic burdens which pass 

away even 1 white they arc being 
; recounted. To talk about them to 
God is to lose them. 

I Ifyoujakc adiiqmed, steamed 

• niirroj- ipio n dry, sunny room, . 
the obscuring veil passes away, 
find (lie mirror becomes cleaj. 

■ And there are some burdens 
; which perplex the spirit W 

.: hinder its outlook: which when 
We Ihkp iliem lo tjielord. pass 
.. away. lijce a njlsi.in (he iiunny. 
i ■'l 1 ; tiujiming..... f . j ■ 
; , Lctmerqcniirinjustbufffirce. 1 ' 

• .i '■ \ ' 

•:!;! -Th^re; is trie. b'iird/ti'or ' : 
faarfulncs^ Whai is 'ihis bijrden 


except the lack of assurance? Tiie 
depression is bom of uncertainty. 
The soul moves in fear, because 
it does not feel the presence of 
God. The lack of assurance 
breeds the restless Offsprings of 
anxiety, Fretfulncss and care. 

This is one of the burdens 
which evaporate in dig idling. . 
Fearfulntss is always the 1 
companion or little faith. The , 
Master has told us this in a very 
significant sentence, “why are 
ye fearful. O ye of little faith?” 

Ifwe have little faith, vemusl 
have large fearfulriess. Ifwt have' 
triumphant faith. Tearfulness is 
abolished. “Perfect Love caslcth 
out fear." 

■ While we are talking to our 
Falhcr, the sweet genious of 
assurance returns. Our faith 
awakes. Our love revives. The 
hdprt grows calm in spiritual 
fellowship. 

Iron garment 

: There is the burden of 
perplexity: Here again, is a 
burden which' frequently :■ 
disappears whiie wri ate ' 
dcsfribiiig it, If. we take it into 
qiir Fathei's house, even if i( 
dlics not pass entirely away, it 
Will he so eased tU[ j| w ill not - 
oftish us tikcahlirbng.mnoiii. i: • 
y ,, U.isabcmi[ji'pli>xpcrieti-Si)h v 
tjje Hyes'pr the saints that, whe,« \V 
mey■ take, their.; burden! lot God, .:i 

tliovfri'iiMPnthi filial .4.' ” 



favourable to revelations, and 
visions are multiplied when sou Is 

are upon their knees. 

■ “When I thought how I might 
• know this, it was too painful for 
me.;, until I went into the 
sanctuary of God. Ho look his 
perplexity into the presence of 
God, and. considered it in the 
atmosphere of the sanctuary, and 
llic pain and the burden of it were 
gone. In thy light shall we see 
light.” 

There is the burden of guilt. 
No man can reverently and 
penitently take this burden to the 
Lord without losing it. It goes in 
ihe telling of it. "Father, I am not 
more worthy (a be called thy son, 

nwke....’’ “Bring forth the best 
robes.’’ 

The confession of ignoble 
sonshiphad no t been fully uttered 
before the father called- for the 
robes of restored salvation. “So I 
Saw in my dream, that just as the 
Christian came up to the cross, 
h)s burden loosed from off his 
shoulder, and fell from off his 
back." "Gastthy burden upon the 
Lord.” ■ ': 

And yet . there are sonic.: 
biy^ens which arc not removed • 
oven when we take them ■ to the ■ 
I^ord. They do-pot disappear in , 
the' telling:i Is there sonic other 
gracious ministry of the loving • 
Lord?,-..': , •• 

. Yes. if the burden roiliniiis .» 
■ ; thh -i l?€a i rcr-i of J|. wvijj. .be:; ,. 
S.trenglhehcd/'Thcre vvas given. ;. 

cphcentiflg' mkb Ibcsdit’Jjh t ? ^ 

f-.'.-i ;• I:';'. . ■(),; ' 
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the Lorfl thrice, that it might 
depart from me. and He hath said 
luinc,' My grace is sufficient for 
thee'." 

The apostle cast his burden 
upon the Lord. He asked that it 
might be removed. The burden 
remained, but the apostle was 
strengthened. “Most gladly 
therefore I glory ip my 
weakness."- * 


• This is the way of the Lonl. 
■Some burdens are permitted to 
remain. Perhaps the burden is ai) 

unwelcome and unpleasantduiy. 

Perhaps it is some physical 
infirmity. Perhaps it is prolonged 
labour in a wagelws and most 
exhausting sphere.; • . 

What than will God do with 
us? "He shall sustain the*; The 
Lord wifi deal with llic bedrerof 
the burden. He wilfincreasc thy; 

■ strength and so Infealitydiniinish 
thy load." ! ; . i 11 ":.' 

This word ’sustain' is a fmo, 

weallhys.'OidwfHiuirtconiforting , 

tb'hient. There is inilj a ^ipge^iqn ; 
of (he minisuy'offe nurse. He willi 
' deal with usios iHough .wc Wcre : ] 
infants; He Will itlfirtifesildward? , 
us all the tenderness of a nursing 
ipinislry. ..,* • • .-"i!:[' \ 
i X ilierajs. in ](he 'iwrd jhj i 

suggestion of jfopd. Hd 
us.'He wll| giyftam^p'b^P?.. 
.life: He .wiJ I riiqrea^ oul; tlllaltV' 

. he 



Single Christian’ 
pastor by choice 




She is quite happy with the tag 
“singleChristian." This is Martha 
Mumbi Ngugi, who at 49 years 
of age is yet to decide whether to 
marry or not. 

Bom into a family of two 
sisters and four brothers, Mumbi 
is today Ihe most senior woman 
pastor in the CPK'S Diocese of 
Nairobi and among the nearly 
200 ordairied women pastors in 
Ihe country. 

“It would appear that I pul 
more interest in developing my 
career as a theologian than 
identifying a man to many me," 
Mumbi told me jokingly in a 
recent interview in Nairobi. 

The pastor is currently 
researching the issueof Christian 
single women in this country. 
Her research will also throw more 
light on how the society views 
Ihe status of Christian single 
women. The findings will be 
published and used ns teaching 
aid. 

"As you knciwl men tend to 
shy away from women 
professionals, especially those 
who might have gone n little 
beyond the marriageable age,” 
Mumbi says. 

' Her dream is to look at how 
her fellow women theologians 
would be more useful to the 
church and how both men and 
women can have harmonious, 
relaiionshipin the church to speak 
prophetically antj bring 
transformation to the Kenyan 
society that is quickly decaying. 

She speaks fondly ofher late 
father, Philip Ngugi Mulmbu, the 
firstchairman of Kiambu African 


By Seth Muslsl 

District Council in the early 
Sixties. 

His career wbb a great 
inspiration to h 6 r and she had 
decided to emulate him by 
committing herself to the church 
so as to influence others into 
Christianity. 

Another driving influence in 
her liFe was her mother, Leah 
Gathoni Ngugi. She was an 
independent and responsible 
woman. This inspired her a lot. 

But it was no easy task for her 
choosing the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. It took nearly six months 
in 1968 before her parents gave 
her the green light that she could 
accept (he calling to become a 
woman preacher. 

Mumbi, who was trained as a 
Church Army sister, is based in 
Nairobi Diocese as Education 
Secretary, u job which entails, 
among other things, in-servicing 
die teachers in public schools 
and institutions in religious 
education. . 

Her office also encourages 
pastors to be more active in school 
ministry like counselling, 
guidance and also helping in 
pastoral programmes. 

She is also expected to chipin 
during the preparation of syllabus 
for pastoral programme. Since 
last year her office has been 
concerned with community 
education where parents are also 
educated on how to relate to 
children, how to counsel and 
guide them to make the right 
decisions in life. 


"I have found this latter to be 
very important because you will 
findsomeparents would liketheir 
childreri to emulate (Item. But 
sometimes these children are not 
interested as they already have 
their own agenda," Mumbi, who 
is also an official of the 
Association of Women in 
Ministry (AWOM), says. 

The pastor is also interested 
in youth ministry, especially the 
■ youth in colleges. "Here, we are 
trying, to see how these 
youngsters can regain their lost 
identity and the fact that 
immorality is high” in such 
institutions. 


Within-the church ministry, 
Mumbi says she has special 
interest in promoting women so 
that their services may be 
recognized. This lias made her 
interact with other women's 
organisations to educate and 
empower them (women) in their 
churches. 

1 But she regrets that llic church 
does not seem to be much 
concerned with scltool ministry, 
which is whyonly a small number 
of preachers participate in 
schools as a whole. 

Says the CPK pastor: "The 
schi.nl 'ministry is very 
challenging because at the 
moment the country does not 
have sufficient manpower from 
among the clergy. 

"The churches should 
remember that it was they 
(churches) which in the early 
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Pastor Martha Mumbi Njugi (fifth from left standing) during her nrdiicitinn ns n 
deaconess at the All Saints Cathedral in 1993. On her immediate rijjlil is mother Leah 
G&thonl while uncle Paul Ngwenyi Muiinbu is on her immediute left. 
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themselves knowing. For elevated. Yet even those who not for einiimerciul purpiiws." 

instance, Mwnliinu Julius have been elevated must as a Miuih;i Mumbi Ngugi w.r 

Nycrcrc was educated mid trained necessity agree with the bunion August 2ft. I*M7 ll |oiq 

in n Roman Catholic mission patriarchal system which exists ihe Tlnka-Nairobi nu-l .is fa- 

school. Jomo Kenyalta in a in Ihe church.” mother was nil her way u 

Presbyterian school while Says she: "Amt where we matemityhiwpit.il. 
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to convince the donors or society 
that women in general nre being 
elevated. Yet even those who 
have been elevated must as a 
necessity agree with the 
patriarchal system which exists 
in the church." 

Snys she: "And where we 
have a few trained women 
theologians in our churches, they 
nre perceived as a throat, lienee 
become passive. On the oilier 
hand, wc have such women 
organisations^ Mother's Union, 
Women's Guilds and Women in 
Action which are not perceived 
as a threat as they don't question 
the churches' wrong-dojngs." 

And what does Muinhi do 
during her spare lime?" A number 
of hobbies and iheyc include 
preaching and teaching 
theological and secular 
education. Also, I like gardening 


in my home, but mainly plants 
vegetables which wo use at home, 
not for emu mere in l purposes." 

Martha Mumbi Ngugi was 
bum on August 28. FM7 along 
the Tliika-Nairobi mad as fa-t 
mother was nil her way to 
maternity huspit.il. 

Site comes from K.ini sub- 
loc.illull o| (.'llama location. 
Gatundu. Nlic was educated at 
Kniri and Nilcku primary schools 
where she sal her Standard Eight 
examination. For two yo;us. she 
was an. untrained teacher and 
the re after joined Ihe Quitch 
Army. Africa, in 1968. 

Mu mhi 1 i;ls bat lie lor' sd egree 
in divinity and two masters 
degrees, one in divinity mul (he 
other in education. She read for 
the latter at SouMininpiori 
University, Britain. 



School a right for pregnant girls 


It appears to be the case of walking a light 
rope bh Kenya's Ministry of Education seeks 
to accord school-going girls their right yet at 
the same time, not appear to be encouraging 
pregnancy while still in school. 

Ministry officials say that the policy is 
not a licence for the girls to get pregnant. 
Says Mrs Elizabeth Masiga, Chief Inspector 
of Schools: “We didn't want people to feel 
that we were giving the girls a mandate,to go 
and get pregnant then they go back (to 
schools)." 

The result so far seems to be that many 
students are not aware of-Ihe policy and 
consequently of their right 

According to Crisi? Pregnancy Ministries 
Kenya (CPMK), a Nairobi-based counselling 
centre primarily geared to helping women, 
men and families faced with, unplanned 
pregnancies, Kenya has one of the highest 
teenage pregnancy rotes in. the .world with 
10.000 girls dropping out of schopl annually 
onacebunt of pregnancy' 

' An official of the prb-life organisation 
says that most of the girls whi) approach 
them for assistance' are not aware of ihe 
. Ministry of Education policy. "They come 
.; ydilh ihe Idea that Uiey will be out of 
. school and we have to edutato them on the ' 

■' policy.";.J;,.- !lit. : s \ 

. A study carried obt fey tfje immstfy.of 
edfecatlohigr&i^^xyithojiihlpns^prewed.by,, 
yMtimslijterv.ievysri thought ihatre-, 

' t^is*ipniwqS';Wmithiri$’,V> »>- 

*L ThOse’^feLof;jqhpg.lu- a'TesuU.qf; 


Two years ago, the government decreed 
that girls who become pregnant while in 
schoolshouldconiinnewith their education. 
Correspondent Ablsage Were reports on 
the implications of this plan of action. 

. education is being left in the hands oF parents 
of the victims. The initiative has to come 
from the girl and her family and schools are 
expected lo re-admit them. The advice 
however is that they do not go back to Ihe ' 
same institution because of potential negative 
psychological effects. 

.i - i Pregnancy among schoolgirls continues . 
to be n major hurdle in tiro way of 
government’s quests to decrease gender 

disparities in education in keeping with the - 
1990, World Declaration on Educatlori. 
for AU adopted in Jomticn, Thailand, where - 
il was affirmed that ensuring ncoesi; to, arid 
improving the quality of education for girls 
and women, ip the most urgent priority. 
According to Mrs Mnsigd. riiost of the 
: girls who becoipepfcgntmt while in primary ' 
" school are usually oldert him iheir'clnSsmates. < 
Most have >epicnted class numerous!/ Qt 
enrolled in schpol Into. Ho\yever, sHc say$; - 
"if: we can train girls lo know how - the/ 
^function biologicfily, it will be of>help lb 
. - them. Ignorance is One thing wo. want to get; 
;:ridqf" *.i '' 1 

CPM{C .ngrecs lhBt there Is a lot ;qf 
igqpraiiqe not pniy auiong the ^dolMCenjs ‘ 


i::'- -Thp idSoe of.^hethe^ W-Cprilmua . 1 witfa,- 


: .ierh^urages par.ents to -UiLk to iheir phijdpi.n; 

frankly about lire 1 necessity ,|b abstain'jutilil. 
■■ rriabiage aiid llie 'developmpiil of heplihy 


buy-girl relationships. Rape and incest, (hey 
say, are other causes of pregnancy among 
schoolgL's. 

Meanwhile, Mrs Zipporah Kittony, 
chairperson of Maendeleo Ya Wanawake 
Organisation (MWO) says her organ is at ion 
would wish to look into the reasons why Ihe 
girls arc not taking the opportunity given to 
them and hopes lo encourage them to do so. 

Reports in the local dailies are clear 
pointers that Ihe problem of expulsion of 
pregnant schoolgirls has certainly not been 
solved yet. Mid-July, .10 students were 
expelled from a Secondary school In western 
Konya after tests confirmed ihnt they-were 
pregnant. • * 

.According lo-. their, parents, the 
headteacher sent them a letter saying that 
they should not bother ^failing their children 
.for national/;* am in a I ions due at the end of 
Ihe year. The' lieadteacfa-r said tfeut allowing 
llic girls to sil llie final fcxfunlnations wbpld 
.lower the estccniof Ihe schoul, what ppth/ps 
riiighl appear like condoniug Ihb pregnancies 
on the part of Iho sChuol. ' ' f ’ . ' 

. MtS'MapIga say? that aiiy. girl wlip falls 
.pregnant while in. school but IresiUm Iwr 
-mistake and wants.'loj cqhtiniie-with! her 
education sfajuld be helped id do to. . • 

. Shh admits that "tiecquse nfUiehanire of 
6ur Si$ciely,:]it is sO mUfit qfhfe^dd^d in OJir 
nifatls that the girls’ prtgnanoids.are a yury 


big drimejius,; a ToWschools heads still 

n«a ioriie oo'nyuicing.v ;,; *-1; ;! /. 

• ' f.» : - -i ■ ... • • 

.•APSfebtures. i 1 • •!. 

















Elimination of dictatorship takes times 

When Kemon. * * 1 1 


When Kenyans voted a multi- 
parly parliament in 1992. many 
of them expected democracy to 
come into their lives 
immediately. They expected n 
sort of miracle to transform their 
. lives now that die single parly 


rule had ended. They were hoping 
that with the corning of multi 
parly politics the conditions that 
come with lack of democracy 
would never be part of politics. 
What are some of those 
conditions? 


1. Power is concentrated on 
one perpon and those dose to 
him. He controls ihe main 
institutions that run the country. 
They are: the executive, 
parliament, Ihe judiciary and the 
local councils. 


2. Citizens are not allowed 
to choose their leader in a 
democratic election. Voting for 
political representation is- a 
serious issue. It is serious because 
people are giving an individual 
the mandate of rights to act on 


their behalf. But elections alone 
do not guarantee democracy. 

3. Citizens aje expected to 
show persona] loyalty to the 
president and not to question his 
powers even when he abuses the 
constitution. 



*<jana Wamalwa Mwai Kibaki 

Comedy of errors among 

top opposition leaders 

The latest development in our political r i 

life civile /W,™ „„ i- -ii ■ I ■ ^ — court race ... .. 


The latest development in our political 
life spills doom as more disillusionment, 
confusion and hopelessness continue to 
reign among political parties. 

The hopes created since the 
introduction of multipartyisin have been 
dashed as opposition leaders continue to 
quarrel among themselves and each one 
of them working hard to outwit others in 
Ihe quest for State House. 

Frustraiionunddcsperation have taken 
oversodeeply that meaningless alliances 
seem to be the answer for these leaders. 
Men of little faith,” have therefore 
dcsigneda new way ofquiiii„g 0 pp 0silion 
ranks to rejoin Kanu which, as they argue, 
is ‘‘better led”, reflecting lack of vision 
and commitment to democratisRiion. 
Immediately after Ihe 1992 general 

elections. FORD-Asili,FDRD-Kenyaand 

Democratic Party of Kenya held a series 
o/ meetings meant to create,a cordial 
working relationship in preparation for 
the next general elections which are round 

the corner. This spi ril of forking toget her 

everporaled like smoke, because Mwai 
Kibaki, Keijneih Matiha and Oginga 
Odinga could not work together. 

Internally FORD-Asili had a major 
problem emanating from Kenneth 
Mnliba’s attitude towards his own 
secretary generalMartin S Ii ikuku and the 
entire FORD-Aaili National Sx'urotivc 
Committee. Of course Shikuku has his 
own problems, 

By October 1994 hardly two yours 
atler the general elections FORD-Asir 
was operating from two different courts; 
Maliba Cotyrl and NEC Court. This 
' situation persists to this day. 

FORD-Kenya, since the death of 
Jaranjogi Oginga has had riris which 

awarding 16 l,,B < flre : incurable,-Runnii* 

jVjunalwaand James Orengo are on one* 
Rails Oduiga oii the pthfer/ 


oF Kjlnya Is 

whQJhaJsqpehbw fen nble-tp time 


COMMENTARY 

By NJeru kathangu*"*' 

that party. As things are in D.P.. Kenyans 
know Kibaki D.P. and NgcngiD.P. What 

in ,hc smKlIer parties; 
KENDA, KSC. KNC, PICK, LPKetc is 
nothing to talk about. It is as if they did 
not exist. 

The other devastating thing in these 
parties is the haste by which officials take 
to file cases and many legal applications 
in the courts of law. 

Granted, all these parlies are fighting 
for total democratisation of our country. 
But they are the snme groups which, day 
in, day out complain about the 
iiitcrcference by the executive in all the 
affairs of the Judiciary. 

How can the opposition expect that 
there would be fairness in n system that is 
controlled by a dictator? How then would 
they trust the courts to fairly hear and 
decide on cases which arc meant [ Q 
streamline the some parties meant to 
dislodge their master? 

This argument weighs an the 
opposition parties in that , lon e of them 
should, complain about Ihe courts and for 
any splits caused because, their very legal 
existence depends on and is strongly 
cemented in the promise to the puhl ic that 
they will continue to uphold and respect 
me rule of Inw. 

' In «« , «y a party cannot be democratic 
unless it respects the laws or the county; 

11 8 W or a section of it !is opposed to 
any decision taken by a court or law. 
whether fair of unfair,, then ii would ba . 
expected that, that parly or the individual 
concerned would seek redress elsewhere- 
for justice to besepn to be done. 

In ihe absence of that, siloncc or 1 '.- 
■shouting against such decisions would • ; 
renee ignorance and in some areas. 
iPotilical immaturity. One cannot respect 
Ihe Jaws on one side and reject legal > , 
verdicts on nid other.-If a law is bad, the, ! 
let usbe told*.-, ' * 

i ^® * plMs above gnd 




court cases among various factions of 
FORD-Kenya. FORU-Axili and the 
Democratic Party, have been able to bring 
together and promoted hypocrisy in 
people who were always political 

M ° sl them have been so subdued 
?’ that they have .to be doiijg something to 
is avoid creating themselves imo political 
a nonsense. 

it The - P™ blem llere « I hat the public 
c lives with the hope that these leaden may 
C have a formula which they may one day 
15 put to use.;U n fo r iiinaiely the leaders see 
g ,Cir "'dividual selves as Uie formula. 

' Lobby qroupa 

a • Cl l ,c,,s voll,i,les when Kibaki and 
B f 1lk S U " e Seen P re,e| iding to each oilier 

m pubhc by forming an alliance because 
t Shikuku would want Wainallwn to be the 
s next President or maybe himself. Or-Raila 
discussing with Maliba ways lind means 
I or coming up with one presidential 
' d ? rIy rcs P cct dicse 

^wrolig' 1,1 hUl Unf ° rl U naIely somethi ng 

I Jime to ihink that some, of these 
friends think that Kenyans ,-re so ,„iive 
that they can lake them seriously nbw 
after wasting four precious years ofoi’r 
naiional life. II wouUI'wdni to understand 
whicl single President ini candidate we 

S ‘ ef is 11 fro " 1 Wamalwa - 
Kibaki - Shikuku camp or Rnila-Mniiba- 

Ngengi campor Anyona, Mukaru. Mwau 
the^women. tire clergy Njo yfl . Qkuliu? 
Please, spare us or these painful daily 
. talks. They make us shijddcr.-■ '' ' ' • % 

My opinion on all;!lie pbbv e is:: " 

The civil society" jn Kfiny a | s 
; represented by individuals in,NGOs and r 

Iobbygroup S „umHeringDbouil80 I tei. = 

f Ul “ e gtoiips are replitas of tithers ' 
fprined oulsidi*. tli 0 feiilry'sbniowHere - 

■ on demddracy. hlnrtin rights.'! Ibe ' 

- lCOn 8 htoUon. good governance etc. f '* ' v 
:._- f These are rtll good arid worthy causes. 1 
t Bul ; he nu toKr of mi llibsogrdups nfikei - 


me wonder why on earth things have 
been going so slowly? What resource do 
these groups laclf? 

The answer lies in Ihe knowledge that 
die Introduction of multi-parlyism in 
Kenya was managed by the ruling parly 
and the government. They could not have 
introduced anything thm was going to 
suffocate them. 

No nationalist approach to pluralism 
was incorporated in the process. It is 
amazing to note therefore the unco¬ 
ordinated apposition activities nrc by and 
large aimless. Watch at the way Moi and 
Wako do things particularly in appointing 
commissions and task forces, all meant to 
delay and slow down nationalist and 
democratic forces. EveiMhe opposiiion, 
does nothing. What nboui the NGOs and 
other groups? 


fiolf clubs 


The money that the NGO world in 
Kenya controls is more than double the 
amount in our national budget. This 
money is controlled by a few lawyere,:' 
5-ocial/political scientists, pastors and 
scientists. 

It is interesting Hint many NGOs are ' 
niu by snipe friends/peers and so' the 
intentions of those NGOs are common. I 
wonder how many were initiated by 
Komi?. 

We have to bear in mind that moslof 
them started after 1992. Many groups in . 
Kenya arc also largely infiltrated and ■: 
controlled by informers. Kniui 
sympathisers, and members of the i 
liHclligeiige thereby losing political 1 
independence and confidentiality or if 
youlike. secrecy.! 

,'T^ sfofo pf affairs in Kenya, is 
: Ihertfore so hopeless that ordinary 
ip think of their own way f 
:. !or cheating thqif pwn; lfeaders and- not :,; 

*S ll y i u l“‘'Whp|un«niiy thinkifc 

■ Kenya is t heir 

j ^ . ■ t V-" *• 

■ WtycbniVibuiQKis ■- v-yl--/- 


4. Citizens are regarded as 
subjects and treated in a way to 
show that they have no role in 
governing the country. 

Br?? UI S lk S MzUfi ‘ PastM 

tlijah, Mkuhma Hodari and 
Mama Kioski were discussing 
on other aspects of dictatorship: 

Councillor Mzurl: T h t 
president rules by decree. As 
such, he ignores the cabinet, the 
people and parliament when 
making major decisions for ihe 
country. 

Pastor El|]ah: Freedom and 
human rights are suppressed 
These freedoms include freedom 
of speech, association, assembly, 
movement and of the press. 


I Mkullma Hodari: T h e 
security of the state is em phasised 
at the expense of the rights of ihe 
people. Becaqseof that, laws (end 
to restrict the rights of the people 
and to make the leader of the 
nation have nf ore powers. A large 
budget is used to strengthen 
security orgaris to ensure the 
president’s long stay in power. 

Mama Kioski: Theexisteoceof 
many parties is banned either by 
law or through other means that 
make them impossible to start or 
operate. 

Has democracy come? Before 
answering this question it is 
important to answer anotherone, 
It is: can democracy come just 
because multi party elections 
have been held? Consider the 
following opinions: 

• Multi-party elections are 
not like aspirin such that when 
you swallow a tablet your 
headache goes. Just because they 
have been held does not mean 
that dictatorship goes 
immediately. 

•'Democracy cannot be 
realised unless thq citizens 
themselves learn how to be 
democratic fit all levels. It should 
be seen in churches, co-ojierative 
fpcietics and even at home, 

,* A country lias to go through 
u any stages to become 
lemocratic. Achieving 
ndependence was one. Changing 
iroin one parly rule to a multi- 
larty state was another. It may 
ake some lime to bring the 
equired changes. 

We can answer the question 
f whether democracy has come 
rriot by examining if the main 
spiels ;of real democracy have 
eeti achieved in our country, 
liese aspects include: ; 

1) Provision of basic human 
ihts and freedoms.' 
i 2) Regular .free and fair : 
[actions; V , * 

t , 3)Existenice'ofmori|hflnorie . 

^4) Rreedoin of the Press to; 
fotm without fear or favour. 
..5) Pariicipatiqji ofoifens in:; 

, ddcisiops that liiF^c^ them; : 
politically -; ■ socially' :and 
ecotipmfcally. . v, ' ■ , ' 

6) An executive leadef Wil.h , 
limited powers , ;.. 

. ■ .7) ' Aq ■ •• .'[intl^riind^n^ 

• pafiJ'wrient i .V|;' i : |' •• -i; l,i’'' 

. • . An irtdfehfetjwicituy- T , 

.;issq6,..' 4 ;-• if: ? ■•{,y[ '-h 


; 
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Capturing people’s views \A/q Hho At ClI 
on political betrayal VVAIlo wl Qlj 


In a history of conquest, 
colonisation and imperialism, 
Third World countries must 
consider themselves blood 

brothers in a struggle to make 
their ends meet. It is a struggle to 
restructure their political, 
economic and social systems and 
to redefine their identities and 
humanhood. 

• In oommon, the Third World 
countries face the arm-twisting 
might of the erstwhile colonial 
masters whose policies,-theories 
and dictates are as compulsory 
as the air we breath. So, is there 
really freedom long after 
independence? 

Blood Brothers, Clifford 
Fyle’s debut novel, lays bare the 
jinx that’s plaguing the progress 
of Third World countries. 

Kasanga town has just emerged 
from (he claws of its colonial 
master, the Stepfather. It's new 
setof leaders are Jose and his line 
of disciples like Cash, Goodland 
etc. The new leaders come 
with enthusiasm, promise the 
Kasangas heaven on earth; but 
fail to change their leadership 
structure from thntaf Uiedeparted 
Stepfather. 

Indeed the infection with 
empire building for self 
enrichment soon blindens Jose 
and his cronies. Jose steers the 
country through a chain of 
decrees; that they deposit all their 
savings in the newly formed bank 
from which it is hard to withdraw, 
that the voice of Kasangans be 
banned... all "for the progress of 
Kasanga”. 

There is change in Kasanga, 
no doubt: tarmacked roads and 
factories, new faces in leadership 
and the absence of Stepfather. 

A closer look at these 
cosmetic changes reveals the 
presence of the Stepfather; 
manipulating civil strife, coup 


By Fredrick Nzwlll 


Title: Blood Brothers 
Author: Clifford Pyle 
Reviewer: Musyoki Muli 


d'etat, and cross border wars in 
league with his blood brother. 
Rich Uncle and his arch-rival, 
Gregory of Vigilant Town. It is 
the story of the' hypocritical 
neocolonial ist and the selfishness 
of the vice-happy, know-it-all 
superpowers. 

Tha story of Blood Brothers 
is told in a simple metaphorical 
style to capture the contemporary 
scene of a people betrayed by 
their leaders; a people whose 
optimism is reversed into 
disenchantment. AHwcll and the 
likes of Cash know the negative 
impact of their capitalistic 
projects on Kasanga, but just how 
much do they care? 

Jose has reformed into a 
socialist of sorts to please 
Gregory the vigilant. He has 
made the workers set up unions 
as part of the "power to the 
people’ gesture. He has even 
nationalised the Industrial 
project but all these have also 
“become a dead letter.” 

Change of leadership brings 
in John Cry, the militiaman but 
hope dwindles as a new series oF 
decrees and nationalisation 
threaten the very basis of the 
Kasangans right to life. 

Where is hope? In John Cry’s 
revitalising the Progressive 
Association of Free Towns? The 
silver lining in the cloud is barely 
visible as John Cry ponders his 
next course of action. 

This is a novel worth reading 
by all, a treasure to keep in home 
libraries, a classic torefer friends 
to and the proper diet for our 
students; both in schools and 
colleges. 


there’s no 

stopping 

Karanja 


His intimidating face, his simple 
dress and his height arc not wjiat 
you expect in -a musician. But 
Silvester John Karanja is not any 
other street musician. He is a 
gospel singer with a special 
touch. 

The 35 years-old Karanja was 
bom in Nyeri and educated in 
Baringo. It was while in Sabatia 
primary school that his talent as 
a singer began to sprout. As a 
member of the schools choir. 
Karanja entertained his fellow 
pupils on various occasions. 

At Sabatia Secondary School, 
Karanja got a chance to sing 
before the late president, Mzee 
Joint* Kcnyntta, and president 
Moi, then as vice president. 

The search for musical 
“quench’’ has taken Karanja a 
while. Gospel singing was more 
pronounced later after sec-saws 
with the secular. In 1985 Karanja 
joined achurch youth choir where 
he developed skills in 
composition that he used to teach 
other choir members. 

Karanja's gospel singing is 
guided by salvation, that dates 
back in 1980. "It was after my 
salvation that 1 realized 1 had 
something 1 could util ize to serve 
the Lord." he says. 

His dream as a singer came 
true in 1992 when he produced 
his first gospel cassette, Tigiii wa 
Matu-ini. The cassette has title 
tracks as Umiriria, (persevere), 
Ona Ndona Thtna (even if I get 
problems) among others, 


Fredrick NzwJll 


The cassette seeks to highlight 
the price and the reward attached 
to being a believer in Christ. One 
powerful molivc that comes out 
vividly is the suffering of the 
Christian. Karanja says that the 
cassette is doing well in the 
market. 

Last year he produced Kinyo 
Jgacokn and Nyita na Guoko 
Jesu Undongorie, his second 
cassette. 

The inspiration behind 
Karanja's musical success is his 
uncle. He says that he was pleased 
by the way he imitated die record 
player. However, ns a gospel 
singer, his inspiration is pastor 
Tony Njoroge of Baptist Church 
- Limuru. 

Karanja admires gospel 
singers such as Kimani Thomas, 
quoting in particular hisNg'ondu 
Ciake Irugaruge (let the flock of 
the Lord rejoice). 

Karanja builds his talent by 
performing in crusades, churches 
and in invitations such as tn 
weddings. Apart from being a 
gospel singer, Karanja is also a 
preacher. 

"Gospel singing is not short 
of problems,’’he says. As a starter 
he has had problems with finance 
but says that his friends helped 
him out. He says tha), most 
producers swindle up-coming 
singers of their money. "Many 
producers gave me false promises 
> as I was starting." Other problems 



Gospel singer Silvester John Karanja 


tlinl bedevil the singer arc poor 
promotional techniques. 
Howcver.hc thanks the KBCfor 
playing to Iris cassettes. 

While Karanja has neverbeen 
n victim of pLracy. he says it is 
one the “pests" killing Ihe 
industry. i 

According to him, the field 
has of laie been invested with 
quacks who exaggerate their 
music and performances. 

He feels that singing und 
dancing in the Christian medium 
is noi wrong as many Christians 
think. He does not. however, 
recommend over-blown dancing. 

"Since I started singing for 
the Lord, my economic status 
has greatly improved," Ihe man 
from Nyeri says. One cassette 
fetches him Sh 30 on retail. 

According to him. the cost of 
producing one gospel cassette is 
between Sh 20,000 to 35.000. 

Behind Karanja’s success is 
Joe Sal im Mwangi from Subukia 
who plays thekey-bourd. He also 
engages P. J. Njoroge and N. 
Gichuru on the guitars. He uses 
the track method of recording. 


He doe snot play any iiwiniments. 

He dreams of hitting the 
Christian chans one tiny although 
Iris greatest wish it to be known 
by gospel music lovers. 

While Karanja xuy he docs 
not sing for money ns in any others 
do. he confesses that gospel 
singing is his main source 
livelihood. 

"Singing gospel for money 
does noi last. You need tn direct 
people on what you know. 
Therefore u gospel singer need 
io be strongly lied iolhe gosjsl,” 
he says. 

The musician also appealed 
for assistance “If a well-wisher 
could assist me get musical 
instruments die n there is nodoubt 
that I would produce better 
music.” 

On his looks Karanja says: 
"By the way 1 look, it is possible 
for many to disregard me. But I 

always say I am wonderfully 
made. God made man in His own 
image. Through Jesus I am his 
own inheritance. Therefore, I’m 
a peculiar creation." 


There is a wind blowing across 
church-related theatre. Firet it 
was Pambazuka Africa and lately 
the Loresho P.C.E.A Youth 
group with Made up Mind at the 
Kenya National Theqtre. 

llie musical Made Up Mind 
was a crowd puller just like 
Pambazuka Africa. The 
production was a reaction to the 
old conservative church wayB 
with the youthful actors saying, 1 
"we have made up our minds to 
do what we feel is righL" 

i 

Made up Mind brought 
together a 45 -strong singing, , 
anddancing cast featuring 
both original and non-original 
musical styles arid language. The 
running theme Was the power of 
Jesus Christ on the being. 


Wind blowing in church-related theatre 


Married io it was pride in jl-' 
being what yop are j The";: 
characters expressed; their,' 
"prjde” ip foe. occupation (of s., ' 
fishermaftXFor them fisWiig yyas 1 :; 


a job just like the white collar 
job. 

However, the • most 
outstanding feature in the 
production was the blending of 
international beats such as 
Ling ala and what is popularly 
known as Jam music which can 
hardly be thought of as Christian. 

The actors were not so mqch 
in creativity but were exhibiting 
Christian con temporally mtisio 
' shake. 

"We ai*e reacting to thestareo- 
typed thought that Christi an ways 
are stiff; We want (o show the 
society 1 that we can enjoy 
. ourselves as Christian?' Arina 

: Othoro, p directof arid a-lcadlng' 

: soloist in the production* said. 

i. ■. ■ - i ■. - ‘ 

,[Theiyouihfulrieas in ( Jhe 
' performance w 38 viv id while the 
costumep were simple African 
. embroided waist coat?, whfte T* 

shirts, black trQUsers afid-West 

ii fricancap. • -v,. v ' h -r .>•” 


According to Olhord, 
Loresho Youth Group wanted to 
provide an alternative way Of 
life, ■ ; 

M We also want to bring our 
■ youth closer to God. We want 
our parents to know that we do 
not spend our lime attending 
discos and drinkihg beer,” says 
Qthoro. , 

LoreshoPCE^ Church Youth 
Groupis not ntw to lheatre,Bul 
. this WSs the first 1 time they are 
[ getting the leorof Naiio'niii: 

: Theatre. Before last, week’s ; 
performance!;, they liadj feri ■ 
liojding- showjs at church level. 
..They clibre we Kenya National.' •; 

. Theatre because pf its j 

[' to .the public. ][ 

• ; |S: ■ >!^ picfeqn die: Nriipnatl 

Theatre because of Us ability lof,’ 

* fWegfoup. / ]• l 

, 1 .• The Jpdfenfoby. ( r ;• 

••■v : ^- 1 %: j'ir 


Smith-Kline Beechams, B arc lays 
Bank, Suntra Stocks, Net-Work 
Business and Crown Paints. . 

Other theatre groups can 
borrow from Loresho an idea or 
two aboiit marketing themselves. 
Mdde up Mind was marketed in a 
14-page proposal, according to 
Karanja, asecondyearUniversity 
of Nairobi student. 

However, t fee were oby ious 
flawjs. Tfreproduction portrayed 
wad .sialic particularly * n , the 
dramatic scenes,[iThe aclors fell 
'info [the trap bf bping ripHe 
reporters dttieir Utah generating q 
dramatic conflict. They -also 
seenfod- ;to:.tHf, acting .for 
themselves rigainst [. the 
dcyefopmjdf character thrOUgh 
stipnianeky'. - -j;.- 


‘ ''j|’ * '!* ■, ,- ' p 

however; be.foriwft^fod; Sowi; 
[theWe^l.bdj^rigrtul^ 
^jpri'^wbi-biifeiproduciioiia as 


Mind have proved.. 

' Meanwhile, little seems to be 
happening in (tie theatre world . 
locally and some with nostalgia 
Ihe seventies when .theatre had 
..meaning,and was appreciated 
-country wide....... 

’’Actors are no forigef excited 
aba ut casting in role s meaiU for a 
play iri the theatre",$ays Richard 
Kiiavi, an actor wiih.wazalendo 
. players. "There is Utde faith in 
; the tlroafre. Soiine directors are 
casting' plays and disappearing," 
he Bays. 

AcCOf-ding.'lp' Jcrdittiph 

; Odhiiifobb, 1 :#- iJir^ctor ■ with 

;: KunzA Group tifoputiUcis geitirig; 

.', used fo„lhe ihoafre being doyWd 1 
..!.:,.pf;pe'rforn\arife.' Hd sayk .tiie' 

;public: • Hu*sh^wn much 

'5rieliiclfttypel'in'. wtejwng.’.sItoWa 

• I especially; «[ *o' KNT-whose< 

) Ftoyvere ^ . 


Behind the concert lial! r and 
the main National Theatre 
building, heaps of unburnt 
rubbish glares at you. 

*lTie audjlori um does not give 
aredcamingstory either. Entering 
into it, the audience is greeted by 
—peeling pmnt. oft the walls. On 

• , ■ I 

■thesama walls dust has gathered. 

While not mqch ictivily goes 
oriin iheaimitoriam, die upstairs 
. bar ofthe theatre is ever jiv$ and 
buraing vyith activity as. it . has 
been turned in to a medtirip place 
. fordisappoiiited thehtfe patrons, 

i , "T^e National Theatre 
mfoilori|im is even hasting pre- 
; weddfog parties,laments 
. Kamollo K ‘OmpLio, : |an ; pctor 
with ’Kenya prunfo pdfetibn 

i*.*f hb cortceft hril of ii 


’Tl* concer) }iril Is'mbfe c 
: clforcft;Hal|VtilriiI jJdforiti 
; shyi Mqrfjs^aflan^a. 
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From a farm hand to 

a PCEA clergyman 


The early lire of-the Rev John 
KirujaMwirichia, was murky and 
so shrouded in mystery that it 
only required the hand of God to 
restore hint to his present status. 

His late- fathers Jason 
Mwirichia, then a hub-chief, was 
disillusioned that his marriage 
with the fiitat wife had resulted in 
only three children, all of them 

daughters, took onasecond wife, 

Sarah, who was laterto beblessed 
with two sons. John being the 
last bom. 

John's father .was not in a 
position to educate him beyond 
Standard Eight, And so was 
forced to do odd jobs, such as 
tiding jieople's farms, selling in 
shops, kiosks and hdtcls; selling 
tobacco and beer in bars to m nke 
a living. 

"All said and done.” John told 
me recently, “I pay high tribute 
to my mother, for were it not for 
her Christian influence, I would 
probably not be where I tun,” 
Now a tutor at the PCEA 
• Christian Education Training 
Centre, Zambezi. John says his 
mother always advised him logo 
to Sunday School and was 
instrumental in molding him in 
what he was later to be. 

However, to the clergyman. 
May I, 1969, is memorable to 
him: it was when he received the 
calling. He had just quit Itis odd ' 
jobs, trained as a tailor and later 
employed as an. untrained 
teacher. 

He Was a teacliejr for 15 years 
and it wasduring this lime that he 
sat die KJSE, KCE pnd RACE ns 
a private candidate. 

T'a!king to the pasjpf, one gets 
the impression that his greatest 
concern is lack of knowledge 
about the word of God among 
Hieyounggenerotion. He advises 
preachers, teachers and parents 
alike to take their roles seriously 
to ensure that knowledge and 
spiritual nourishment are 



on missionaries from the West as 

has been the tradition. He is happy 
that independent churches were 
taking strong roots to supplement 
what the church front the west 
had left in place. 

He says he is opposed to 
churches which seek to endear 
themselves to the government so 
that they in turn may receive 
favours or special Consideration 
in certain situations. 

The father of seven children 
also strongly feels that it is 
equally wrong for any church to ' 
blindly throw its weight behind a 
political parly without having 
first studied critically its 
manifesto pnd appreciated its 
policies, principles, laws and 
actions towards the people. 


4 . .-And as to whether the church 
Today is as forceful as during the 
time of the apostles, Pastor 
Mwirichia thinks many of its 
leaders had ceased being 
courageous and had succumbed 
to intimidilions. they were 
complement in their day-to- 
dny activities. 

What docs he think of rising 
voices for constitutional refonn 
before the general election next 
year? It is necessary and 
mandatory that reforms must be 
in place before the election since 
the constitution in its present Ibnn 
undoubtedly favours Kami. If the 
cat is the judge, surely non one 
would expect the rat to receive 
justice, for.the sentence will 
always be death.” 


As for him, alt political parties 
in the country appear to have 
created a fiasco in the political 
scene. He chides the opposition 
for failing to deliver the goods ns 
expected by wananchi. and Knnu 
for using millions of lax-payers 
money to pay defectors, hence 
sabotaging the. very political 
pluralism it claims to uphold. 

He says lie is an ardeni student 
of African Traditional Religion 
since its mission was to restore to 
the African what the missionaries 
had condemned, especially the 
traditional African worship. 

Born on February 4, 1949, 
Pastor Mwirichia received his 
education at Kirindini primary 
and Kurani intermediate schools 
between 1956-1965. 

He is a graduate or Sr Paul’s 
University where he received a 
certificate in Religious Studies 
and Bachelor of Divinity degree. 

He has worked as a chaplain 
ofthc Maasai Technical Institute, 
a parish minister of N^angeni 
Nendcni nren in Kirinynga and 
Igoji Parish. 









The Rev Mwirichia... evangelisation campaign 


also J™' he He says he is in-charge< 

•Prcshvtprv *!r r' hC LCrk !° lhu church’s sponsored schools, 

later H i m T an< w,,s primary and secondary, as 
SSSSB? 1 10 lh * ° rfice of « UK teachers’ college. r 
Rcifon a Sin al,0 *.nT ?f lcrn also in-chargc of seminars: 
RcglQn ' a P° st ,1C S,I » tote- nclive in other social act* 


| - - -—_ noids. active in o ther social aelb 

NQ° S areconduct of ‘individual enrichment 1 


imported. 

Strfena roatu 

He based his reasoning on the 
book ofHosca 4:6 "My people 
are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge; because you have 
rejected knowledge. I reject you 
for being a priest to me. And 
since you have forgotten your 
■God,' I also will forget your 
children.” 

■■ At least, we at Chogoria arc 
succeeding in championing ilir 
Ctnh'paign to educate and 
evangelise the people as well as 
eratjicHiing ’diseases through 
projects which 1 , involve 
community 1 participation.” says 
the cleric; whB is also the 
Education Secretary of PCfiA, 
Eastern Region. 

J ' Through' motyllsaliori Of Hie 
lo^al epmitidnily,! his church has 
imitated. fiiji' boarding prbiutry 
SchoOIs, mplre than 50 hhrOrilbca 
weandary schools npd n teacher' 
JlPJropBrcollltege-i afftu'bati 


Three women were recently 
stripped naked in Kisumu on a 
Sunday morning as they were 
going to church because they 
were”indecenlly dressed." While 
1 do'not condone indecent 
dressing, I condemn in strongest 
terms the stripping of anybody 
naked, as two wrongs cannot 
make a right.. 

What happened that Sunday 
morning is a clear sign of how 
intolerant our society lias 
generated into. These women will 
the rest of their lives be 
psychologically tormented’ 
because tho society has lost 
value in humnn life and lack of 

respectof other people’s freedom 
of choice. 

The perpetrators of that 
offence stand accused. How 
about the discreetcxploiters who. 
in l he name of western 
civilisation and development 
have many times shipped nuked 
and raped our motherland? 

To me, they arc .similar to 
sexual perverts as they only look 
at us as consumers and never 
producers, ns clients and not as 

partners. They seeus ns problem- . 
ridden rather than people capable 
of forming partnerships suitable 
to both. 


These people have conic m 
all sizes arid s hapes lo cure, solve 
a nd saVc A frica. 1 want to present 
a case in which I! hm 
professionally qualified to 
comment on. 


In.the.field of social or 
.community development the 
level of exploit at iqn is highest. 
Kenyans have al|o>ved every 
Tom, Djck and Harry who,comes 
with foreign aid to develop 
.country \q ‘iniiiate- an'" ' 




By Ndlranqu Wachihi 


■ a. * ‘ - 


These communities arc die 
most vulnerable in our society 
and as the saying goes, “a 
drowning man will cling m n 
serpent." These communitiu* 
readily accept the NGOs and 
expose themselves to their 
dictates. 

. The NGOs identify phat they 
see as problems, design a method ' 

• to solve them and go ahead in 
solving them. Most of the 
problems are not the actual ones, 
but they are seen as such from- 
these "experts” point of view. 

Were the problems of 
community nature and methods 
and, designs formulated by the 
communities to solve them.'this 
country would be well ahead in r 

community development. But the 

levels of ignorance, illiteracy, 
poor decision making, lack of 
.civic education, poverty, 
diseases, etc continue to increase 
while the number of NGOs is on 
the increase. 


Any community 

development endeavour cannot 
be silent and nobody can 
therefore argue that development 
exists unless it is visible only to 
the researcher Development is a 
■ step from a less-advantaged 
position to a more advantaged 
position. 

This movement can be seen 
and felkby all. There are cases in 
point that one can point at in 
terms of community 
developmental looking at them 
critically there is little or no 
intervention at all By western 
NGOs. 

A case in point is that of Nyeri 

Mabati Women’s Group. This 
group changed tho face of die 
community in Nyeri with none 
of those so-called donor funds. 
The World Bank did hoi do any 
feasibility study, neither did it 
design methods of solving the 
roofing problems of the Nyeri 
community. 



k ?" “iisaiS - rtrely considered for jrectty>y: bah 
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But through their own 
initiative, the women solvodihcir 
roofing problem, walerproblein, 
health and sanitation and other 
problems that go with improved 
r shelter. There are several cases 
in the country like this but none 
j °f ^e donor funds ww used and 

i {to communities have moved 
from a poor situation to a belter 
t one. 

L Tto n,a j° r Weakness with the 
! western-based NGps Ls dial they 
come here with- their western 
mentality. They come with their 
big salaries, posh cure ( 4 -wheef 
drive), big, carpeted and wcll- 
veiuiloted offices and rocking 
chnirs in the name of teaching 
Africans better methods of 
development. These NGOs 
come up with beautiful proposals 
lapped from their mother 
countries. In any case their 
brothers and sisters can be 
"trusted" with better usage of 
funds. They come un with catchy 
words like capacity, building, 

networking, co-ordination, etc. 
but all meaning "can you sponsor 

my comfortable stay in Kenya?” 

' There are slogans such as 
• participatory development, 
bottom-up approach, problcm- 
*2™** model? etc. Western . 
NGQs have nothing to offer in 
uiiscounhy but louse 6 tfrpoverty- 
to enrich lheniaelves.j •• 

B#sie in any development is 
the apprepiaUon of the fact that 
one. is somewhere and you ore 
m beginning.at point-zero. Ii /■ 
every community there arc basic ’•'! 

up tube's .like ■ the . family, 
Bdmirtistr^tive* ■ political,: J- 
economic, etc. When one ^ 
f)ij£ he beliji l ves,ihat : 

{ 25P- .person .‘ip ihdVj •:'L 

deslrablesittialjbnaitdihove fe a : ' H 

tadre. datable onki ■ iNvU-; : : v. 1:':,'• 


This is a positive comm 
development approach ( 
believe this is basic ti 
development be it self, fam 
societal. 

The above approach can i 
lots of development in any 
or in any part of our socie 
only, wc can appreciate s 
children and see them as vail 
citizens capable of chanj 
there con be much differen 
our society. 

If only we appreciate 
mothers, sisters and daugl 
the whole problem of ge 
insensitivity could be solvi 
‘this country. If only thefina 
institutions could appreciat 
efforts of th ejtiakttli qriisait 
sec them as partners, die * 
problem of lack of credit c 
be solved. 

I 

These and many incident 
lack of appreciation have ir 
ui what we are today. Of coi 

inoslof the WesternNGOexp 

want to maintain the status q 
lack of appreoititidn, lack 


lose uieir pnvncgeu 

' I think the lime ha^.c 
■ tell ihenvto pafik ind & 
: and leave'us.la‘din if deal 


. • tlie riamd of develbpin® 

f- 

-. As the old adigt 
■m bettor iD. iencii a'pe|spn. 
; ; .Ghh than glVirishirn fiJi 


mm 


- tfv,jif: 


^byiaiiqni rfrp/ii This ■ 

•; exploitslion^atid/^nyT 


• y exploits lion K an«; ; ahy fl' 

. doingthJs‘jh^uid. 

. yj- s«^’rid llheftiiojf.odf:^ 

■ ii jjafefitt d| 
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Test your biblical knowledge I Cartoonist publishes miraa comic 


Relateeach of these stories to the 
characters in the Bible and tell 
their names. 

(1) Kipkoech was warned not 
to play aound with water at the 
river by his-faiher but lie never 
look ii seriously. One evening 
when he was at the river he was 
swallowed by whale. The whale 
vomitted him after ihree dnys. 

(ii) When our preacher heard 
that Wesonga was sick he never 
went there immediately to save 
him. After Wesonga had died he 
paid Wesonga’s sisters a visit. 
He was welcome. He prayed and 
Wesonga resurrected. 

(iii) In 1982 my wife gave birth 
to a boy called Ali. 1 had not had 
any child for a very long time. 


By Eric Ouma Obanda 


One day my ancle whom I 
respected told me to sacrifice 
Ali. 1 obeyed and took Ali to a 
stone where I laid him. I heard a 
voice from the bush around that 
place “please don't”. 

(iv) We are six sons in our 
family. My father is very rich. 
One of my brothers decided to 
ask for his share in our father's 
properly. My father did not 
object. He gave him his share. 

He went (o town in the other 
region, spent all the money he 
had and sold the other things he 
had. It got to a point where he 
could not even afford a meal. He 
decided to go bftek to his father 


and apologise. 

(v) Tim went to the National 
Museum on a school tour. When 
they were taken to iheLionsClub, 
Tim was left behind gazing at the 
lions. One of the lions jumped at 
him, pulled him towards theolher 
lions. Nobody among the 
students knew about this. Tim 
believed in God very much. He 
prayed until when the game 
warden brought food for the lions. 

(vi) Janet has a cousin who is a 
fighter. One day his group of 15 
people prepared to fight against 
60 people who had a giant leader. 
Janet's cousin told his group lo 
relax. He decided to take control 
of everything- He faced the giant 
alone. He picked a stick and hit 
the giant. The giant fell and died. 
His followers ran away. 


Slfliio, known for his cartoons in 
People and Target newspapers 
has created a full-colour comit 
book in Kiswahili about a miraa 
dealer from Mcru. Gitonga, and 
his buddy, Munene, meet many 
adventures while transporting 
miraa from Maua, the, central 
town of tlie m/roa-growing area 
of Kenya, to markets in Nairobi 
and beyond. 

The pictures in Gitonga are 
full or action, full of vivid and 
interesting characters, full of 
bright colours and wonderful 
drawings. Stano has written a 
timely story, replete with local 
in-jokes that will keep you 
laughing in recugnilionof life as 
wc know ii today in Kenya. 

In the jet on the way to Dubai, 
Gitonga's drunk friend, 


By a correspondent 

Kalmenyi, says to his fellow 
passengers “Hcbu funguu hiyo 
dirisha, kuna jutoL" to which tlie 
reply is"VevescmB nini?Dirisha 
yandege apana ya matatu!” 

And yet, Gitonga is u kind 
and gentle man, who loves his 
family more than nnything, and 
plans to use his hard-earned 
proceeds from the miraa business 
to send his only son to school 
abroad. 

When he learns Iliac his wife 
has been kidnapped by thugs, he 
and Junior rush to Ethiopia 1 to 
rescue her, and she proves to be 
a woman of brains and courage 
as she herself lights alongside 
litem. 

Stano, whose real nnmc is 
Stanislaus Olondc, is one of the 


youngest published cartoonists 
in Kenya. When he whs in 
secondary pchool he was chosen 
among the lop ten in the world in 
an international Red Cl fam 
competition. 

For the last few years, he has 
been putting himself and his two 
younger brothers through school 
on the proceeds from his art. He 
has been with the People since 
its inception in 1992 and wiih 
Target for the last two years. He 
hasalsoconlributcd for (hc/frnyrz 
Times. 

Gitonga, which was 
published on August 26, is 
distributed by Nation 
Newspapers to all vendors in 
Kenya nnd Tanzania. The price 
isKSh 160 and TSh 1,600. 

The publishers are Sasn Sem » 
Publications Limited. 




Villagers punished for arrogance 


Janehas juBt arrived from school. 

It is raining heavily. The rains do 
not seem to stop. Bveryone is 
getting annoyed as there is so 
much mud. 

Looking through the windoiV, 
Janecan see vehicles stuck in the 
mud. Children have to stay in the 
house. They are quite unhappy. 

There is a knock on the door 
and Jane's mother 6 pens and . 
invites in a tall dark and old man. 

He is trembling from the chilly 
weather. 

He lookB jovial and decides 
join the family. He tells the 
children a wonderful story about 
long time ago when ja certain 
village was sunk by floods. 

'The people of kavirondo 
were known for being Successful 
“tile raiders. It was after one of 
tiw raids that they decided to 
hold a very big feast. 

"There was a lot of gating and 
diking. There-was happiness 
both mCn and children, served 
[tod and drinks; The musjciaris 
heat the drums and sing praise 
songs in honour of the wimprs, : 
After eatfngeyerypnes^ng and- 

"Fitom tjowhere appeitek ah■; 
olfr woriian dressed in: rage, sfe , 
old ajdjugly .'too.-;' 

H:r f !$"*■;■ 


By Lucy AJowi 


evening', she greeted the woman. 
'Tine and where, are you, 
„„ , • . . . _ going?' The two ^topped and 

When she arrived at the chief s f ooked al each othpj f. The old 

palace she asked to see the chiefl wojna| | who was trembling spoke 
The warriore at the gate became saying > r have been sent by the 
very furious. What?] they asked. . gods to tel) your chief tiiat they 
'You cannot see His Highness annoyed with him arid the 


the chief, 


are annoyed with him arid the 
people. They want him to stop 

"They laid her to go anddress '«■«?* ' 

better. The woman pleaded wilh 

to guard, but they refused. .She J* 

then aentone of the guarda to tell Ware you united to 

the chief that she had brought ri ,L- — - lh J _ ■ __ 
message from the gods. Jhe chief, ^ ■ j 

who we. drunlc, dismissed the The gM* have beatth ™ «f,d 
woman saying,’send her away a. senlmesway.if^ucmseehun, 
fast a. possible, I here no time on mybeba^Iwoldtovery 
for such!guests', he added. The grateful. But first of all get me 
ggardwera back and did eitactly ! admeththg to. eat and somewhere. 
. 1 the chief Ihadbiswicted., . „ 

face. 'Go'awayyou ghoflti I wOTl - :‘ A\ i*K£SS 

Sll you if 'yOu joke. The oW '' V prepanngj tor fanuly 




husband and early in the morning 
they left the cursed village. 

"It rained and rained. The 
whole village was flooded. The 
man, his wife rind children 
managed to escape. The old 
woman disappeared 

mysteriously. 

“As the woman escaped with 
her. family, there were poises, 
thunder and lightning.' Cries of 
the'dying villagers filled the air. 

. The whole village torik under the 
. floods. • ; 

“All people died In t he raging 
storm; Tlie village nun more. 

,.It became a wasted pond .with no 
: : ;-huiiriah life.; It was. a bogie of 
hippos, ffbgki; oito'codiles rind 
1 birds^cOpcluded M. story toller; 

:;V: Tlie. children--were.'v.ejry 
! happy. The storyl lsller advi^d 
(Ihemlo bekjnd tqstrangc^.' It 
Btoppsd'.'i rt(nlnS:': 
j.;- : ’.'stoiytojw< ieft.' A-^v. 
Ii, f ( ¥Tha oltorehllarwi.did ihelr 

;■pf^dirgflii 1 irid^fjo jm; in .flijS •' 

Vv'f j wp^.^zzie. , : : T:',:V;''.';' (-v'. 


Across: 

I. Wanders aimlessly 

6 . The ability lo accept delay 
without complaining 

8 . Kind and lovable persons 

9. To stand about idly 

10 . The Occurrence BookfAbbr.) 

II. Threw spittle 

13. Pieces of discarded clothing 

16. A specific item 

17. Behave remorsefully for 
wrong action committed 

18. Informal for a thrashing 

20 . Able to be trusted 

21. Impresses greatly either by 
beauty or cleverness 

Down: 

I. A thin cord of twisted threads 
. 2. To drive back with force 
3. Cryplics like.:.jo mention a 
single “R” this wky : 

■ 4. lb do •. 

5. A medical erigineeringstudeni 
. (Abbr) 

6 . People travel to a place for 


devotional purposes 

7. A sum of a large number't)f 

figures 

10. Orthodox Anglicans (Abbr.). 
12. Act of making pure 

14. In a specific place 

15. Men's ablution block at a 
hostel or hotel. 

17. The fall of condensed 
moisture of atmosphere as 
separate drops 

18. Nearness towards the stem 

19. The Tanzania African Union 
Abbr. 
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By James K Mbugua 








































